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Wishing you all a very 
happy Christmas time 


FOR even the most cynical, there 
remains a genuine magic about 
Christmas. 

But then as the one festival of the 
year which unites us all, it is perhaps 
of little surprise. 

For the majority of us, it will be a 
time to reunite with friends and 
family; to relax and soak up the very 
simple pleasures of our loved ones’ 
company and good spirits. 

The memories of our childhood will 
flood back in - the thrill of receiving 
gifts, the utter excitement of Father 
Christmas paying us a whistle- 
stop visit, and the nostalgia all 
that conjures up. 

It is, therefore, also fitting 
that we remember those no 
longer with us. We should 
not mourn their passing, but 
use Christmas as an opportu¬ 
nity to celebrate their lives, 
their contribution to who 
we are and what we 
became. It is never 
easy, but if people 
live on in your 



memory then they truly never really 
die. 

Of course, for some, the pressures 
this season brings can be unbearable 

- inside we take a look at some of the 
organisations who can offer you 
assistance when you need it most. 

We also take a look at those who 
will be working on Christmas Day 

- providing essential services to keep 
our communities safe and secure. 

For now, though, everyone at Kent 
on Sunday would like to extend a 
special message of goodwill and 
season’s greetings to each and 
every one or our readers - and 
pay a special tribute to our 
loyal advertisers. You all play 
a major part in everything we 
seek to achieve here and your 
support is not only vital but 
hugely appreciated. 

So here’s wishing you all a 
very happy Christmas 
and we’ll be back 
next weekend for 
a special New 
Year’s edition. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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GPIan Washington 3 seat sofa 

Shown in B Grade cover 

Usually £1429 Sale price £1069 


Valencia 3 seat sofa 
Usually £875 Sale price £645 


Relyon Kingsize Royal Lytham 1000 pocket 
spring 2 drawer divan set with 5 year guarantee 
Usually £1599 Sale price £899 


Royal Oak Small square table and 2 chairs 
Usually £585 Sale price £299 

Sideboard Usually £595 Sale price £395 


WINTER SALE NOW ON 

20,000 square feet of furniture and beds greatly reduced 



Easy Parking - Free Delivery (Ts &Cs apply) 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT13RQ 

01227 463550 I www.nasons.co.uk 
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KCC must make further 
savings after grant is cut 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


KENT County Council is set to face 
the squeeze yet again after another 
hefty reduction of its main source 
of revenues. 

The authority was informed this 
week it will face a 1.8 per cent 
reduction in the year 2015-16. And 
there is no sign of any let up in the 
cuts until at least 2018/19. 

This equates to around £53.8 
million less than last year’s grant, 
on top of the savings of £269 
million that the council has made 
over the last three years. 

It means services and staff will 
face yet more uncertainty. 

The public will be asked their 
views on the services that are most 
important to them and where these 
savings should be made. 

John Simmonds, KCC’s cabinet 
member for finance, said: ‘The 
extent of the challenge is clear for 
all to see and the decisions we 
make in our budget will affect 
everyone in Kent. 

“That’s why we want as many 
residents as possible to take part in 
our budget consultation. 

“This is the toughest budget 



LEADER: Kent County Council leader Paul Carter set to further cost cutting 


we’ve ever faced.” 

The majority of local authority 
funding comes from central 
government with council tax 
making up around a quarter of the 
revenue. That, inevitably, will rise 
again - although the increase is 
capped by the Government. 

Leader of KCC, Paul Carter, said: 
“With family incomes still 
stretched we would, of course, 
prefer not to increase council tax 
next year. Unfortunately we don’t 


think this is possible. With a 
further £93m to save next year 
alone we have to make significant 
savings and efficiencies on how we 
spend public money. 

“As well as asking which services 
to prioritise when we make savings 
- and further savings currently 
unidentified - we are asking 
residents whether they would 
accept a small increase to council 
tax of 1.99 per cent, which is 
equivalent to £19 per year on a 


band C property/average house¬ 
hold.” 

Not everyone is supportive of the 
increase though. John O’Connell, 
director of the Tax Payers’ Alliance 
said: “We need to balance the 
books, but we must find savings in 
existing budgets rather than piling 
up the pain on the backs of 
hard-pressed taxpayers. 

“There should be no sacred cows 
as we look to make the savings we 
need.” 


Banksy original fails to 
sell at US auction after 
artist fails to verify it 


A PIECE of artwork daubed on the 
wall of a building in Folkestone by 
celebrated mystery graffiti artist 
Banksy - but then ripped down and 
shipped to the US to be sold at 
auction - has failed to find a seller. 

The work, Art Buff, is almost 
certainly a Banksy original, after it 
appeared overnight in the town in 
September, and was then featured on 
the artist’s official website. 

But it appears the artist may be 
expressing his displeasure - after the 
mysterious agency he uses to verify 
his work, in a bid to prevent others 
passing off imitations as originals, 
Pest Control, refused to provide the 
necessary certificate of authenticity. 

As a consequence, it failed to sell. 

It had been hoped it would fetch 
around £500,000. 

It was designed to coincide with 
the Folkestone Triennial, the arts 
festival which ran earlier this year. 

But art fans were left fuming after 
it was removed from the wall by the 
building’s owner, and sent to Miami 


in an effort to sell it to the highest 
bidder. 

The buildings owners were the 
Godden family - relatives of the late 
theme park owner Jimmy Godden. 
They say proceeds from the sale will 
go to charity. 

But without authentification, it is 
unlikely to attract big bucks. 

Pest Control, which says it liaises 
with the artist - whose identity 
remains a secret - says that currently 
there are no Banksy originals on sale 
anywhere in the world. 

Art Buff failed to sell at Art Basel 
Miami and is believed to be going 
back to the Keszler Gallery in New 
York City. 

Ioannis Ioannou at the Folkestone 
Creative Foundation, which was 
behind the triennial, said: “Of course 
it is genuine. It has not been 
authenticated because possibly they 
don’t want it to be sold. They don’t 
want certain dealers to make money 
out of it, or they don’t approve of the 
fact it was removed in the first place.” 


Flood conference to create 
a splash over water threat 


A MAJOR conference to examine the 
lessons learned from the floods which 
caused chaos across Kent this time 
last year, will take place in February 
Organised by the Kent branch of 
the Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE), in partnership 
with Kent County Council, 
Flooding: Fears, Facts and the 
Future, takes place at County Hall 
in Maidstone on February 6. 


CPRE Kent vice president 
Richard Knox-Johnston said: “We 
feel it is vital to look at what has 
happened since those disastrous 
floods and what prevention work is 
planned and then to assess 
whether this will be enough to 
prevent the terrible damage to 
homes and land in the future.’ ’ 

For details on how to attend, ring 
01233 714540. 


Don't go to A&E unless it's a 
real emergency this Xmas 


HOSPITAL bosses across the 
county are urging those in need of 
medical treatment over the 
Christmas period not to attend 
A&E departments unless it is 
absolutely necessary. 

Winter weather and the festive 
season combines to put an extra 
strain on hospitals across the county. 

The NHS has robust plans to 
provide the right treatment for 


people who are seriously ill but is 
appealing to people who don’t 
have a serious or life-threatening 
illness or injury to avoid going to 
A&E and to seek care elsewhere. 

It is estimated that between 15 
and 25 per cent of people attending 
A&E could be treated by another 
NHS service. For advice on where 
to receive treatment, call 111. In an 
emergency, always call 999. 
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Gills fan banned from football after racist slurs 


A GILLINGHAM supporter who racially abused an 
opposing player has been banned from attending any 
professional football match for three years after 
pleasding guilty at Medway Magistrates’ Court. 

Tony Edward Jackson, 33, of Medway Road, Sheer¬ 
ness, was arrested during a League One game at 
Priestfield between the Gills and Peterborough United, 


on September 16, after being heard to shout racist 
abuse at a player as he was substituted. 

He was later charged with a racially aggravated 
public order offence, which he admitted. In addition to 
the banning order he was given a community order to 
carry out 40 hours of unpaid work within 12 months, 
£85 costs and a £60 victim surcharge. 


Street lighting set for a 
£40m overhaul in latest 
scheme to reduce costs 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


KENT County Council plans to invest 
£40 million to convert every street 
light under its control to a centrally- 
controlled LED lighting system. 

It claims the move will slash ener¬ 
gy consumption and carbon emis¬ 
sions by 60 per cent - and deliver an¬ 
nual savings of some £5.3million. 

However, don’t expect to see any 
changes just yet. 

The council has worked with Sal- 
ix, an agency of the Department of 
Energy and Climate Change, to se¬ 
cure an interest-free loan of £22 
million. But now it has to secure the 
rest of the funding before the project 
can push ahead. 

Options include securing a grant 
from the European Union. 

Street lighting continues to be an 
often controversial issue due to the 
authority’s decision to cut the lights 
in a number of areas in the early 
hours of the morning. That is part of 
a trial process which is due for re- 



BEAM ME UP: Lights to go LED? 


newal in the middle of 2015. The 
turning off of 70,000 lights between 
midnight and 5.30am is saving the 
authority around £lm a year. 

This LED scheme is running sepa¬ 


rately as a long-term plan to upgrade 
the lighting to take advantage of the 
technology and cheaper prices. 

The new light emitting diode 
(LED) lamps will be controlled by a 
central management system that 
enables lights to be monitored re¬ 
motely and detect faults as soon as 
they develop, so that they can be re¬ 
paired quickly. 

David Brazier, KCC cabinet mem¬ 
ber for environment and transport, 
explained: “LED lighting had been 
prohibitively expensive, but has re¬ 
cently fallen significantly in cost, 
with manufacturers now guarantee¬ 
ing their products for up to 20 years. 

“The average increase for energy 
prices this year has been around 11 
per cent. These increases will be fur¬ 
ther exacerbated by a carbon tax - 
adding considerably to our costs. 

“LED lights are significantly more 
efficient than traditional lights. 

“In addition to saving council tax¬ 
payer money, it would also mean a 
better service for residents and busi¬ 
nesses in the county.” 



HIT: Timothy Spall in Mr Turner 

Turner film in 
the running 
for top awards 

A MOVIE about the artist JMW Turner, 
shot in a variety of locations in and 
around the county, has been nominated 
for a string of awards by the London 
Film Critics’ Circle. 

Mr Turner hit the big screen earlier this 
year, focusing on the life of the artist for 
whom Margate held such a special place. 

Not only did he live there, but the 
Turner Contemporary gallery was 
named in his honour. 

Timothy Spall, who portrayed the 
artist, has been nominated for best actor. 

The film leads the way for the 35th 
annual awards ceremony. Directed by 
Mike Leigh, the movie has seven 
nominations in total, including being in 
the running for Film of the Year and 
British Film of the Year. 

The winners will be announced in a 
glitzy award ceremony in London on 
January 18. 

Parts of the film were filmed on 
location at Stangate Creek, and the 
Historic Dockyard in Chatham - which 
saw the HMS Gannet double for a 
pleasure vessel on the Thames. 

It was also used for scenes where 
Turner is tied to the mast of a ship in a 
storm to make some sketches for his 
painting Snow Storm - Steam-Boat off a 
Harbour’s Mouth. 


Rural phone and web 
investment boost 

MOBILE phone coverage is set for a major boost 
after the four main network operators confirmed a 
£5 billion investment. 

The landmark deal, announced on Thursday, 
will guarantee call and text coverage on all 
networks across 90 per cent of the UK’s geo¬ 
graphical area by 2017, and coverage including 
internet access to 85 per cent by the same date. 

In return, the Government has vowed to make it 
easier for new masts and other infrastructure to 
be built - something the Countryside Alliance has 
long campaigned for. 

The Government will also allow many Govern¬ 
ment buildings to be used as sites for mobile 
infrastructure and will take operators’ concerns 
into account when they review the fees mobile 
networks pay to Government. 

Sarah Lee, head of policy at the Countryside 
Alliance, said: “This investment will really help to 
ensure that rural businesses and households are 
not left behind in the digital revolution.” 


Sotheby's sells work 
by Churchill for £1.8m 

A PAINTING by former prime minister Sir Winston 
Churchill, depicting a pond at his Kent home, sold at 
auction this week for £1.8 million. 

Originally painted in 1932, the artwork of the 
goldfish pond at Chartwell, more than doubled 
estimates before the sale which valued it at around 
£400,000 to £600,000. 

It was described as one of his finest works. 

The sale followed the death in May of Mary 
Soames, aged 91, his last surviving child. 

It formed part of a collection of 15 paintings by the 
wartime leader which went under the hammer at 
London auction house Sotheby’s on Wednesday. 

In total, the collection raised £15.4m. 

The legendary character lived in Chartwell for 
many years. He and his wife bought the property in 
1922 and stayed there until the former leader’s death 
in 1965. 

At that point his wife, Clementine, handed the estate 
to the National Trust. Since then it has become a 
popular and successful visitor attraction. 


Neame to be next 
Visit Kent chairman 

BREWERY boss Jonathan Neame is to become the next 
chairman of the county’s tourism champion, Visit Kent. 

Mr Neame, chief executive ofFaversham-based 
Shepherd Neame, will follow in the footsteps of Aman¬ 
da Cottrell OBE who has announced her decision to 
stand down after seven years in the role at the end of 
2015. She will become patron of the organisation. 

The businessman is a founder investor of Visit Kent 
and a major influence in the tourism sector in the 
county courtesy of his firm’s chain of hotels and pubs. 

Mr Neame said: ‘ ‘I am looking forward to taking on 
the role enormously. I believe tourism is one of the 
key engines for growth for Kent and Visit Kent’s track 
record is there for all to see.’ ’ 

Amanda Cottrell added: ‘ ‘Over my seven years as 
chairman, we have seen tourism in Kent exceed all of 
our targets and expectations. 

‘ ‘The strong and effective partnership we have built 
has seen Visit Kent being nationally recognised as 
one of the country’s leading destination management 
organisations.” 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


London Bridge work 
causes more disruption 


COMMUTERS need to be aware of 
changes this week to train services 
as part of the on-going work at 
London Bridge. 

From Monday 22 to Wednesday 
24, trains to Charing Cross that 
usually call at the station during 
the morning peak will not stop 
there between 7.54am and 9.01am. 


Southeastern services will continue 
to call at London Bridge at all other 
times. 

In addition, some morning and 
evening peak Ashford/Rochester to 
Bedford trains will start and 
terminate at Blackfriars 

Those using the service are 
advised to change at Blackfriars for 



the onward journey. 

Travellers are advised to check if 
the changes will impact on them 
before setting out. See Southeast¬ 
ern’s website for full details. 


Will you catch a tattooed 
fish after river release? 


ANGLERS may find themselves 
hooking out a tattooed fish this 
week after more than 300 were 
released into the River Medway 
at Barming this week. 

Released by the Environment 
Agency, it is hoped their 
distinctive markings, caused by 
a harmless dye, will enable 
them to be monitored over the 


coming years. 

The project will enable 
anglers who catch the fish in 
the future to submit their 
details, including date, weight, 
location, and size before 
releasing them back into the 
river, to help determine how 
well the fish are growing, their 
migration and dispersal. 


...also_ 

Tunnel gets speedy 4G 


PASSENGERS using Eurotunnel this week 
will be able to take advantage of new 
super fast 4G mobile services. 

It will work throughout the tunnel, some 
100 metres below the sea and works ten 
times faster than 3G. 


Santa is coming to town 

FATHER Christmas will be swinging through 
the county overnight on Christmas Eve and 
into the early hours of Christmas Day as he 
completes his annual gift-giving jaunt. 

Only the most eagle-eyed are likely to 
be able to spot him. 


Get ready for sales rush 

THOUSANDS of bargain-hunters will 
descend on high streets across the county 
on Friday as the traditonal Boxing Day 
sales get under way. 

Traditionally queues form hours before 
stores open. 


Party safely this week 

POLICE are warning all revellers to take extra 
care when out celebrating the festive season 
this week over what is traditionally one of the 
busiest times of the year. 

Additional patrols will be out in town 
centres and on the roads. 


EARLY BIRD 

SAVINGS 


SALE STARTS SATURDAY 27™ DECEMBER 

All Early Bird Bargains are not repeatable and can 
only be purchased in-store. DOORS OPEN at 9:30am 




Stressless Mayfair 

Swivel Recliner Chair 


Antix - Oak Bookcase 
with shelves and drawers 


Rimini - 3 Seater 
Leather Sofa 


Tuscanny Dining Table 

American Oak Veneer 


Pallina - Stone Lamp Table 
with inlay details 


was £1,889 Gj-h-i- j- vvas e i .uj ^ru-L. 

EARLY BIRD £499 EARLY BIRD £299 


EARLY BIRD £199 EARLY BIRD £125 EARLY BIRD £99 



M 


i 

■ 


Mozart - Occasional Chair Adria - Contemporary 
in fabric Cheval Dressing Mirror 


Bradshaw - 2 Drawer 
Bedside Chest 


EARLY BIRD £99 EARLY BIRD £75 EARLY BIRD £59 


Dreamworks - Oxford 3ft Linnea - Lamp Table 
Pocket Sprung Mattress in solid wood 

. . . ( g y jj l, c 149 

EARLY BIRD £45 EARLY BIRD £35 


Roper Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL 6665 5 
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FURNITURE | BEDS | CURTAINS | FLOORING | ACCESSORIES 

Early bird offers are strictly first come first served and they are all one off deals, no pre-ordering or reserving available. 
Images are for illustrative purposes. 
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And unto a Kaddy a child was 
born... star becomes a mum 


TV presenter Kaddy Lee-Preston shows 
off baby Albany for the first time to KoS 


Pics: Arnaud Stephenson 

Words: Chris Britcher 


T ELEVISION presenter Kad¬ 
dy Lee Preston is celebrat¬ 
ing her first Christmas as a 
mother after the birth of 
her daughter. 

And as our exclusive photographs 
reveal, both are dazzling at this fes¬ 
tive time of year. 

The 37-year-old weather presenter 
gave birth to Albany Rainbird 
Wilkinson at the William Harvey 
Hospital in Ashford earlier this 
month. She lives in a nearby village. 

Little Albany, who was five days 
over due, weighed a healthy 61b lOoz 
and, as delighted mother Ms Lee- 
Preston revealed to Kent on Sunday 
the labour went as “well as can be ex¬ 
pected”. 

She explained: “We’ve bonded re¬ 
ally quickly which is wonderful. You 
keep hearing of mothers who strug¬ 
gle with their children, but we hit it 
off immediately. 

“We are all absolutely delighted.” 
And given her meterological back¬ 


ground, the middle name of Rainbird 
proved particularly fitting. 

Explains the proud mum: “The 
middle name is her grandmother’s 
maiden name so it’s nice to have a 
weather theme.” 

Now Ms Lee-Preston, her partner 
Oliver Wilkinson, 38, and little Alba¬ 
ny, are looking forward to their first 
Christmas as a family. 

“We can’t wait,” she explained. “All 
I’m hoping for is the chance to get a 
little sleep if I can. I’ve not had an aw¬ 
ful lot so far, but I’m sure it will get 
better.” 

Ms Lee-Preston shot to fame on 
BBC South East Today - presenting 
the weather on the TV news show. 
She also made appearances on BBC 
Radio Kent and BBC London. 

As her fame grew, she also present¬ 
ed regional magazine programme In¬ 
side Out. 

But in 2012 she decided to leave the 
BBC in order to pursue a freelance ca¬ 
reer. In addition to a host of public 
speaking appointments, she is also 
often still spotted on our TV screens 
as she continues to still do so some 
work for the BBC. 



NEW ROLE: From our TV screens (below) to being a mum (above) 





STARTS 
BOXING DAY 
11AM -6PM 

Saturday 27 December 9am - 7pm 
Sunday 28 December 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Monday 29 December 9am - 6pm 
Tuesday 30 December 9am - 6pm 
New Year’s Eve 9am - 5pm 

New Year’s Day CLOSED 

Normal shopping hours resume Friday 2 January 2015 

Find out more at royalvictoriaplace.com 

Individual store opening hours may vary 


ROYAL VICTORIA PLACE 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


QfQSI 
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BRITELITE'S AMAZING WINTER TRIPLE OFFER 

BUYNOW 

PAY IN 2016! 


★ ★★★★ 

Cheekatradexem 


We are very proud of our 9.6 out of 
10 rating on checkatrade.com for our 
outstanding product, value and service. 


Britelite is now a 
Trusted Trader 


Amazing Offer! 

This winter take advantage of Britelite's 
45% OFF* of all windows. Triple glazing 
fitted as standard saves you money off your 
heating bills. Also gain an EXTRA 10% OFF 
with Britelite's Scrappage Scheme^ AND 
to top it all, pay a small deposit and PAY 
NOTHING until February 2016. # 

*0ff list price for orders placed by midnight 31/01/2015. Cannot 
be used in conjunction with any other offer. ** Internal Survey, 
t Scrappage on windows only. # Buy Now Pay Later Example: 
example, £2,500 less £100 deposit, balance £2,400 nothing to 
pay until February 2016, £70 admin fee on settlement. 



Windows, Doors & Conservatories 



Britelite are the South East s leading double 
and triple glazing suppliers and here's why: 

✓ A off all 

windows this winter! 

Massive saving off list price with A+10 rated triple glazing 
fitted as standard featuring top security SAC Shootbolt 
locking system! 

/ Nothing to pay 

Small deposit and NOTHING further to pay until 
February 2016 with Britelite's Buy-Now-Pay-Later Scheme#. 

✓ Extra 10% Off with 
Britelite's 

The industries most generous scrappage scheme! Because 
we recycle 90% of the windows we replace, we can offer an 
extra 10% discount, saving you up to £2,000! 


0800505070 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.windows.co.uk 
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Visit our website or call us now for a brochure 

www.needextraspace.co.uk 0845 4599444 


Johnsons Nursery, 
Old Thanet Way, 
Chestfield, 

Kent, 

CT5 3JD 

01227 793717 

chestfield@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Polhill Garden Centre, 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, 

Kent, TN14 7AD 
Car Park B 
01959 533466 
polhill@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Newnham Court 
Shopping Village, 
Bearstead Rd, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 5LH 
at rear of Notcutts 
01622 730777 
maidstone@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 


Bybrook Barn 
Garden Centre, 
Canterbury Road, 
Ashford, Kent, 
TN24 9JZ 

01233 878412 

ashford@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Elm Court Garden Centre, 
Capstone Road, 
Gillingham, 

Kent, 

ME7 3JQ 

01634 405859 

gillingham@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


^Savings are based on 
our fully loaded 
‘Diamond’ cabin 
package prices 


stead 

4.00m (w) x 3.00m (d) 

45mm (12m 2 external size) 

SAVE 
£1.430* 


All Cabin 
Packages include 

FULL 

INSTALLATION 


The Homestead 

(45mm single skin) 

8.45m (w) x 3.9m (d) 

(30m 2 internal size) 


5.00m (w) x 4.00m (d) 

45mm (20m 2 external size) 

SAVE 

£2.040* 
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Why you should pray for those 
Christians at risk this Christmas 

In a special article penned for Kent on Sunday, the Bishop of Rochester highlights the troubles in the 
Middle East which are seeing Christians persecuted and being forced to flee their precious Holy Land 


By the Bishop of Rochester 

Bishop James Langstaff 


0 LITTLE Town of Bethle¬ 
hem will soon be on our 
lips, as will other carols 
and readings which focus 
our thinking and our 
praying on that particular part of the 
world. 

In many churches we may sing 
from the Bethlehem Carol Sheet, 
sales of which support the charity 
‘Embrace the Middle East’ (formerly 
‘BibleLands’), working to support ed¬ 
ucation, healthcare and community 
development in the lands of the Bible. 

Familiar images of these places and 
the scenes associated with them will 
no doubt come into our minds, albeit 
that some such will owe more to the 
imagination of Christmas card crea¬ 
tors than to any reality. 

Each year Christmas should make 
us stop and think about those actual 
places; this year perhaps we should 
do so more than ever. 

The land that we call ‘Holy’ has for 
centuries been a place of ambiguity. 

On the one hand a place of pilgrim¬ 
age, spiritual enquiry and the focus for 
God’s engagement with humankind. 

On the other hand a place of divi¬ 
sion and conflict. 

Indeed, even before the seeds of 
present day tensions, the Hebrew 
Scriptures record invasions by for¬ 
eign powers, despotic rulers, and di¬ 
visions between religious traditions. 
And today, as we enjoy our Christmas 
celebrations, so also we weep tears for 
the peoples of the Holy Land and sur¬ 
rounding places. 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Canon Andrew White of Baghdad 
has been heard of late on UK media 
pleading that we do not forget the few 
remaining Christian people of Iraq. 

One of the most ancient Christian 
communities on Earth is on the verge 
of extinction at the hands of IS, hav¬ 
ing already been weakened during 
the instability and violence of recent 
years. 

Cities in which Christian commu¬ 
nities once had their historic home 

kk One of the most 
ancient Christian 
communities on Earth 
is on the verge of 
extinction at the hands 
of IS during the recent 
violence Vf 


Bishop of Rochester, 

on the threat to Christians 

are now almost no-go areas where a 
very few Christians only survive 
through the protection of their Mus¬ 
lim neighbours. 

In Syria also, another place of his¬ 
toric Christian presence, Christian 
communities can no longer meet in 
safety. Many Christians are now 
among the refugees. 

And in Israel/Palestine the temple 
mount has seen renewed tensions be¬ 
tween Jews and Muslims, a syna¬ 
gogue congregation has been vi¬ 


ciously attacked, Israeli settlement 
building continues, Jews live in fear of 
rocket attacks, and the inhabitants of 
Gaza face daily privation and danger. 

And the tiny historic and indige¬ 
nous Christian communities, includ¬ 
ing my Anglican sisters and brothers, 
continue to diminish as people leave 
for more secure lives elsewhere. 

Some two thousand years ago in 
that same land, Mary gives birth to 
her son. 

Even then, the land is occupied, 
many of its people live in fear, and fac¬ 
tions vie with each other for religious 
and political influence. 

Into the midst of that reality God 
comes - the Word becomes flesh and 
dwells in the midst of fallen and bro¬ 
ken humanity. Jesus comes as light 
for the world, as prince of peace, as 
the embodiment of God’s righteous¬ 
ness and justice. 

And still God is present, living and 
real, reaching out to us in Christ that, 


THE desire to celebrate Christ¬ 
mas in one of the county’s 
cathedrals shows little sign of 
dwindling this year, with heavy 
demand for special festive 
services at both Rochester and 
Canterbury. 

As a result of securing a major 
Heritage Lottery Fund, work 
ongoing at Rochester Cathedral 
has meant entry to the services 
and to Midnight Mass this year 
are by ticket only as spaces are 


believing, we may know ourselves to 
be the children of God. 

Still God makes himself one with 
humanity in Christ, both here and in 
the Holy Land. 

So this Christmas pray, please, that 
we may know Christ afresh to be God 
with us in all the levels of our human 
living. Pray especially for all the peo¬ 
ples of that Holy Land in which God 
came among us. 

Pray for Canon Andrew and the re¬ 
maining Christians in Iraq. Pray for 
Syrian Christians and all who are dis¬ 
placed. 

Pray earnestly for peace in the plac¬ 
es that were the cradle for Christian 
faith. 

And in praying for them, please 
don’t forget those in need on our own 
doorsteps - those who this Christmas 
may be without family or friends, 
who may be beset by financial or oth¬ 
er worries, who may be without food 
or shelter. 


limited and the cathedral is keen 
people wanting to attend are not 
forced to queue in the cold only to 
be told all available space is 
gone. Tickets for the carol 
services - which take place 
tonight and tomorrow - have 
gone, and there are just a few 
remaining for Midnight Mass. 
Tickets are free. See the cathe¬ 
dral’s website - www.rochester- 
cathedral.org for details. 

Meanwhile, at Canterbury, 



THREAT: Bethlehem 


demand for its Christmas Eve 
service once again saw demand 
outstrip supply with all advance 
tickets snapped up. If you still wish 
to attend a carol concert, an 
identical event takes place the day 
before with tickets on a first come 
first served basis on the night. 

For those keen to attend, the 
doors open at 6pm on Tuesday, 
December 23. 

There will be no tickets on the 
door the following day. 


CAROL SERVICES AT OUR CATHEDRALS PROVE POPULAR 
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Police tactics ‘Orwellian’ as row 
over fracking debate explodes 


After it came to light Kent Police had put 
in a request for the names of all those 
attending a debate on fracking at one of 
our universities, opponents say it shows 
a worrying ‘big brother’ state emerging. 
Maria Chiorando reports on the fury 


> 



K ENT POLICE has been lam¬ 
basted as a ‘big brother’ 
figure, after it emerged the 
force had requested details 
of people who attended a 
university debate on fracking. 

The event, called Fracking in the 
UK, was organised by the school of so¬ 
ciology at Canterbury Christ Church 
University. 

It took place on November 19 and 
was attended by around 200 members 
of the public. A panel of experts in¬ 
cluding academics and councillors 
discussed the contentious issue of 
fracking which many fear poses a ma¬ 
jor environmental risk. 

The debate was not a protest or 
demonstration, so many were left 
stunned when it emerged that police 
had requested a list of attendees, 
prompting Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner Ann Barnes to discuss the issue 
with Chief Constable Alan Pughsley 
this week, and two prominent Green 
Party campaigners to send an open 
letter of complaint to the force. 

The university released a statement 
which confirmed it did not provide the 
list of names. 

A spokesman said: “The university 
did not feel it was appropriate to pro¬ 
vide the information. 

“Our understanding is that this re¬ 
quest was made during one of our con¬ 
versations with Kent Police prior to 
the event. 

“We declined the request and in¬ 
formed them of our decision.” 

A spokesman for the University and 
College Union was more vociferous. It 
said in a statement: “Academic freedom 
is a key tenet of our democracy and 
rightly cherished by our universities. 

“Public debate about key issues 
must be encouraged and everyone 
should feel free to take part and air 
their views. 


“KENT Police have requested the 
names of people who attended a 
debate hosted by Canterbury 
Christ Church University. 

As one of the panel members of 
the debate, I believe that your 
request is an abuse of your powers 
and I seek your formal apology and 
assurance that steps will be taken 
to ensure that this does not recur. 

I am, however, very pleased that 
Canterbury Christ Church 
University refused to provide the 
information. 

While I, as a public figure, am 



GREEN: Stuart Jeffery 

“We are extremely uncomfortable 
with the police asking for details of 
people intending to attend a public 
meeting. 

“Universities must remain a safe 
space for students, staff and guests to 
rigorously debate any issue and not 
fear that the police, or any other big 
brother figure, is looking over them 
knowing who they are and where 
they live.” 

After the university revealed that 
the police had requested the informa¬ 
tion, a spokesman released a short 
statement saying: “Kent Police as¬ 
sesses the threat and risk for signifi¬ 
cant public events in the county to al¬ 
low it to maintain public safety and 
appropriately allocate resources. 

“This assessment includes engaging 
and working with event organisers. 

“However, Kent Police did not ob¬ 
tain a list of people who had expressed 
an interest in attending. 

“Police attendance was not required 
during the meeting, but the Dover dis¬ 
trict chief inspector did attend the 
event as an interested stakeholder.” 


personally happy for others to know 
of my attendance at the debate, 
there will be many in the audience 
who do not wish you to have their 
details - details that you have no 
right to know. 

I would therefore like to know: 

1. Under what legislation have you 
requested this information? 

2. Which groups and meetings 
have your requested details of in 
the past two years? 

3. At what rank was the decision to 
request this information made 
and what was the top rank of 


The spokesman declined to com¬ 
ment further. 

One of the panel members at the de¬ 
bate was Green Party councillor and 
general election candidate for South 
Thanet, Ian Driver. 

He, along with Canterbury and 
Whitstable’s Green Party parliamenta¬ 
ry candidate Stuart Jeffery, sent an 
open letter to the current chief consta¬ 
ble and Ann Barnes. In it, they lodged a 
Freedom of Information (FOI) request, 
hoping to ascertain details of how and 
why the police request had arisen. 

Mr Jeffery told the KoS: “The whole 
thing is quite Orwellian - the level of 
intrusion that the police think is rea¬ 
sonable to ask for in what was an aca¬ 
demic meeting. 

“This is a huge level of intrusion 
into what was essentially a learning 
opportunity - this kind of thing could 
put people off attending in the future, 
and that’s what I am worried about. 

“Despite what the university has 


officer aware of this? 

4. Were you personally aware of 
this before the request hap¬ 
pened? 

5. What assurances are there this 
information is not kept after 
vetting? 

6 . Who decides which attendee is 
of interest? 

7. Where does Kent Police 
prioritise this sort of ‘intelligence 
gathering activity’ in relation to 
theft, domestic violence, rape, 
criminal damage or traffic 
offences? 


said, the police are now claiming they 
never asked for a list. 

“I have heard from the police, who 
will be responding to my FOI request 
- so we will find out the truth about 
what was going on.” 

Mrs Barnes was more forthcoming 
with information, saying she hoped 
that people would believe that the ac¬ 
tions taken by Kent Police were ‘rea¬ 
sonable.’ 

After discussing the issue with the 
chief constable, she said: “I have been 
assured the approach made to the or¬ 
ganisers was to assess the potential 
interest in a meeting about an issue 
that has attracted considerable atten¬ 
tion and some significant disorder in 
other parts of the country. 

“I am told that organisers were 
asked three things - how many people 
the venue could hold, whether private 
security was being provided and if the 
university was keeping a record of 
those attending. 


8 . What evidence is there that there 
is a public threat that allows the 
police a rationale for expending 
resources on such a ‘fishing 
trip’? 

Furthermore, I request under the 
Freedom of Information Act, copies 
of emails and minutes of meetings 
where this, and other similar 
requests, were discussed. 

I trust that you will treat my 
request with the utmost urgency 
and that you will take steps to 
ensure that this does not happen 
again.” 


“The chief constable assures 
me that an event over such an emo¬ 
tive issue would be subject routinely 
to a similar initial assessment on 
the grounds of ensuring public safety. 
That assessment was made and the 
only policing considered necessary 
was the attendance of Chief 
Inspector Steve Barlow as the drilling 
applications are in the Dover area 
where he is district commander. 

“Although I am advised that a list 
was not requested, I asked the chief 
constable, from a hypothetical point of 
view, what information acquired by 
the police can be kept. 

“I know that people in Kent are con¬ 
cerned about this and I am reassured 
to be told that information acquired 
must only be retained in accordance 
with the Data Protection Act and if in¬ 
formation is retained it is subject to 
regulation by the information com¬ 
missioner.” 

This new criticism follows another 
recent debacle for the force. 

In November, police watchdog, the 
Independent Police Complaints Com¬ 
mission (IPCC) ruled that former chief 
constable Ian Learmonth had unfairly 
imposed a section 14 order on animal 
rights protestors at Ramsgate port. 

This means the demonstrators were 
corralled into a small holding area, 
despite the police not having sufficient 
evidence to impose these powers. 

The IPCC further ruled that if Mr 
Learmonth, who retired in January, was 
still in charge he would he would have 
had a case to answer for misconduct. 
What do you think? Share you 
views and join the debate. Email 
us at editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
and we’ll print the best. 


THE FULL LETTER SENT BY IAN DRIVER AND STUART JEFFERY TO KENT POLICE 
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Established 1981 


Limited 


Celebrating over 33 years 
of beautiful windows... 
Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request. 


Energy Window 


WiMI 


SupaGlazing Ltd 

F>VC U Casement (partially reinforced) 


Don’t just ■ 

glaze it, Wt 

V 

All .1 «... I««*«II« M ADD ^ 


AS HEARD ON heart 

103.1 1028 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


DOUBLE GLAZED 


WINDOWS 
£1,512 ii“3 
WINDOWS 

E1,890;S 

WINDOWS 

£2,268^ 

WINDOWS 




Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


4 WINDOWS 

£1,391 £%, 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,364 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,836% 

7 WINDOWS 

£3,309% 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! Order now for fitting before Christmas 


Offers end 
30th 

December 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

_ Door Lock: BS3621 

6 Open 6 days a week 1 - Jl —“ ^ ^NilislT 

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. Bp 


lasfer 


01322 290 525 www.supaglazing.com 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 

We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 

Routine service labour costs ■ 

Routine service parts ■ 

Routine service lubricants ■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) ■ 
Emergency road side assistance A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing ■ 


Monthly paid contract 


Prepaid contract 


Provision of replacement vehicle 
Available on any vehicle age 


A 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 


A year through 
the lens: Our top 
images of 2014 

A PICTURE, they claim, can say a thousand words. 

. And 2014 was another year where Kent on 
Sunday showcased a host of the most impressive 
images from news stories emerging from the county. 

From gold being buried on a beach, to the Dartford 
Crossing going toll booth-free; the death of Peaches 
Geldof to a royal visit to mark the 100th anniversary of 
the start of the First World War, it all happened here. 

Over the next few pages, we showcase some of those 
special images... 



RECKLESS POLITICS 

There is no denying Ukip was and remains the biggest political story this year. The party’s rise 
included two high profile defections of serving MPs. One of which was Mark Reckless in Roches¬ 
ter and Strood. By quitting the Tories he sparked a by-election. Here he stands on polling day 
captured by Isabel Infantes. Hours later he was declared victorious. 



GOLD RUSH 

It was a publicity masterstroke. As the Folkestone Triennial art festival got under way an artist an¬ 
nounced he’d buried £10,000 of gold bullion in the sand of a beach exposed when the tide drops 
each day. Within hours, thousands were flocking to try and find the buried treasure. And if they 
could find it, they could keep it (turn to page 27 for an update on what happened to the gold).. 
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A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY 

This year marked the 40th anniversary of Bagpuss’ 
first ever appearance on TV. So we visited creator 
Peter Firmin at his home near Canterbury - pictured 
here by Ady Kerry featuring the original saggy old 
cloth cat - to look back at his remarkable career. He 
stands outside the window which was the front of the 
Bagpuss shop. 


ONIONS 



When Ann Barnes 
posed for this photo 
to promote her 
Channel 4 docu¬ 
mentary she can 
have had little idea 
of just how it would 
all backfire. Meet 
the Commissioner 
made a laughing 
stock of her and 
Kent Police and 
may yet have be the 
defining moment of 
her reign. 



WATER, WATER ALL AROUND... 

As we find ourselves once again facing the prospect of another 
wet winter, few will forget last year’s torrential rain and storms 
which caused such chaos over Christmas and into the new year. 
This image by Ady Kerry gives a glimpse of the scale of the 
water left behind. 



POIGNANT 
FINAL IMAGE 

The tragic death 
in April of Bob 
Geldof’s daugh¬ 
ter Peaches sent 
shockwaves around 
the world. The 
young mother and 
personality had, 
unbeknown to even 
her husband, start¬ 
ing using heroine 
again. She died the 
same way as her 
mother Paula Yates. 
In an ironic twist, 
the last photo she 
ever uploaded onto 
her Twitter account, 
the day before 
she died, was this 
image of her in her 
mother’s arms. 


EARLY BIRD sale starts Saturday 27 th December 

All Early Bird Bargains are not repeatable and can 
only be purchased in-store. DOORS OPEN at 9:30am 


THE 


SAVINGS 





Nolte - 150cm Vale - Langfield HND - Vemdome Stool Vigo - Sideboard 

Classic Bedframe 2 Seater Sofa in purple in grey oak 

EARLY BIRD £295 EARLY BIRD £495 EARLY BIRD £25 EARLY BIRD £395 



<cx 





WINTER 

SALE 


Corndell - Nimbus L1210 
3+6 drawer chest 


Nolte - Coro 2 drawer Fiorucci - Light grey Nathan - Shades oak 5915 Nathan - Shades Corner 

Bedside Chest square leather stool Glass Coffee Table Display in Teak 

EARLY BIRD £349 EARLY BIRD £49 EARLY BIRD £39 EARLY BIRD £199 EARLY BIRD £365 


Clarkes 

furnishing your home 


Sandling Road, Maidstone, Kent ME14 2RF 

01622 753073 www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk 0'S 


Early bird offers are strictly first come first served and they are all one off deals, no pre-ordering or reserving available. 

Images are for illustrative purposes. 


Clarkes 

furnishing your hom 

sab 
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ROYAL SEAL OF APPROVAL 

Folkestone’s memorial arch to remember those 
who passed through the town en route to the 
front during the First World War, was officially 
opened by Prince Harry in August to mark the 
100th anniversary of the start of the conflict. 

It remains a moving memorial to a war which 
should never be forgotten. (Picture courtesy of 
Gary Browne/KM Group/Royal rota). 


GOLDEN GIRL 

Sporting success was golden for West Kingsdown’s 
Lizzy Yarnold this year as she won Great Britain’s 
only gold at the Sochi Winter Olympics. Her glory 
in the skeleton event saw her become a household 
name and, as this picture by Ady Kerry reveals, her 
homecoming was celebrated in style as thousands 
poured onto the street to watch her open-top bus 
parade. 


FAREWELL TO THE TOLL 
BOOTHS 

It took a little longer than expected, but 
finally the toll booths were removed - in 
part at least - from the Dartford Cross¬ 
ing. The booths may physically still 
exist approaching the tunnels, until the 
spring at least, but for traffic coming off 
the bridge, it is now a far smoother, and 
faster, experience. 


YOU CAN WIN A PRIZE EVERY WEEK WITH KENT ON SUNDAY 
BY SUBMITTING YOUR IMAGES TO US. 


Each week, next to the letters 
page, we run the Images of Kent 
section - showcasing a picture 
capturing a scene from the 
county. 

Throughout the year, we’ve 
offered those photographs we 
consider worthy of a wider 
audience a free cross-Channel 


ferry crossing courtesy of the 
Images of Kent section sponsore, 
MyFerryLink. 

Prizes are limited to one per 
household every six months, to 
ensure everyone gets a chance to 
have their photography show¬ 
cased. 

All you have to do is email us 


the picture, explaining where 
you took it, and with your name, 
address and contact phone 
number. Send the high-resolu- 
tion images to editorial@ 
kosmedia.co.uk. 

Or for more details, turn to 
the Images of Kent section 
inside this paper - on page 43. 


AWHEELYBIG 

ANNIVERSARY 

The University of 
Kent held a string of 
special events this 
year to celebrate its 
50th anniversary 
- among them the 
chance to view the 
campus and Canter¬ 
bury from on high 
after it constructed a 
big wheel this sum¬ 
mer as this picture by 
Arnaud Stephenson 
captures. 


Celebrate 



Our new 

NOW OPEN 

Whatever your event we can cater for you 
in our newly refurbished function room, 

Please call to enquire 
about our package prices 

Jl tb Jkwn 

Circa 1364 

CroSum lane, Hcmhill, Kent, ME13 9Ji 

01227 751207 
www.theredlion.org 



\ 
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This 

Christmas 

find perfect presents 
for the whole family 
at Hornby Hobbies 


Come visit our 
retail shop! 


□pen 7 days a wtek 
10am - *pm 
CJuhmHi Eve 
I Oam - 2pm 


IfBOEHR*] 


WESTWOOD MARGATE I KENT CTff 4JX 
www.hafnby.cam/vlillarcenhe j Tel: CH&43 233524 
E - malt: visitDrcenheaTiDrnby.eQiF!, 


On the ffonignrir 
Rood: bfftwtran Westwopd 
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EXCELLENT Y1ELHS OF 
UP TO 

7.2% 
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cc An amazing afternoon on the 
Santa Special steam train, fantastic 
service! Would thoroughly 
recommend!’ 9 


20th, 21st, 
22nd, 23rd, 24th 
December * 


Booking essential 
Online: kesr.org.uk 
Telephone: 
01580 765155 £ 


Kent & East Sussex Railway 

Tenterden Station 

England's 'festive' light railway 
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REMEMBER: Don’t forget those who are in need at this time of the year. 


Why the festive period is not a 
season of goodwill for everyone 


Sarah Linney takes a look at while Christmas brings cheer and goodwill to many some find it a real 
struggle. In a special report we examine the issues some face and the help which is at hand for them. 


T HE festive season is touted 
as - and should be - a time 
to celebrate and enjoy 
spending time with family 
and friends. But what if 
you don’t all get on? Or you’re suffer¬ 
ing from depression and can’t engage 
with the festivities? Or you don’t have 
anyone? 

If you find Christmas more difficult 
than perhaps you’re willing to admit, 
you’re definitely not alone. A lot of 
people find the festive season a trial or 
even regard it with downright dread. 
But help is available if you need it. 

HOMELESSNESS 

H omelessness is, of 

course, one of the most iso¬ 
lating experiences a person 
can go through. And never 
more so than at Christmas, when 
even the dilemma of where to spend 
the day doesn’t arise. 

Homelessness charity Porchlight, 
which is based in Canterbury, is fo¬ 
cusing on young people for its Christ¬ 


mas appeal this year. Right now there 
are 70 young people staying in the 
charity’s six hostels in Canterbury, 
Ashford, Tonbridge, Sittingbourne, 
Ramsgate and Dover - and commu¬ 
nications manager Rachel Kelly says 
Christmas can make them feel more 
alone than ever. 

“With nowhere to call home and 
little or no contact with family or 
friends, feelings of isolation and de¬ 
spair can become overwhelming at 
this time of year,” Ms Kelly said. 

“All the issues people face come to 
the forefront at Christmas. All those 
things we take for granted - even the 
most basic things that probably don’t 
occur to most people, like the fact that 
we’ll be with our families or the fact 
that we’ll have a meal with them - 
none of those things are possible for 
homeless people.” 

Porchlight does its best to help cre¬ 
ate a festive atmosphere with a 
Christmas lunch and even gifts. 

“All the projects will have a Christ¬ 
mas meal, and there will also be a 
meal at Kent cricket ground for all 


our service users just before Christ¬ 
mas,” Ms Kelly added. 

“Everyone cooks the meal together, 
and it means everyone has someone 
to sit down and have a Christmas 
meal with. 

“A lot of companies and individuals 
donate gifts to us, and that is a fantas¬ 
tic help. We are fortunate that people 
do think about us at this time of year.” 

Ways to help include making a do¬ 
nation or, if you know someone who 
is sleeping rough, calling Porchlight’s 
rough sleepers helpline on 0800 567 
7699 so the charity knows about 
them and can offer help. 

“Christmas is a time to think about 
homeless people, how did they get 
there, and what can be done to help 
them,” Ms Kelly added. 

For details on Porchlight’s services 
visit www.porchlight.org.uk. 

Catching Lives, another Kent 
homelessness charity, can be con¬ 
tacted on 01227 464904 or at www. 
catchinglives.org, while the Salva¬ 
tion Army, which serves meals on 
Christmas Day, can be contacted at 


www.salvationarmy.org.uk 

DEPRESSION 

F YOU’RE suffering from depres¬ 
sion, feeling joyful at Christmas 
isn’t just impossible - the mere 
thought of making the effort to 
do so can feel exhausting. 

As Catherine Morgan, executive di¬ 
rector of the Medway Engagement 
Group and Network, which runs a 
support group and activities for peo¬ 
ple with depression, anxiety and bi¬ 
polar disorder, explains, different 
people react in different ways. 

“Some of our members really enjoy 
Christmas, but others find it really 
difficult,” Miss Morgan said. 

“They shut themselves away and 
don’t join in the festivities. Even us 
sending them a Christmas card isn’t 
always appropriate as they don’t 
want to engage. 

“Some people don’t have family, or 
they may have fallen out with them, 
so it’s really hard because everyone 
else is talking about being with their 


nearest and dearest. If people have 
family issues from the past, or they’re 
going home to a lonely flat, it’s really 
not a time of joy.” 

And the seemingly obvious solu¬ 
tion of trying one’s best to join in the 
fun can work for some - but not all. 

“You can be in a room of people but 
still feel very lonely,” Miss Morgan 
added. 

“For some people making the effort 
to join in works, but for others it can 
come at quite a cost - you are putting 
on a mask, and afterwards you are 
left feeling quite worn out and 
drained by it. 

“Families can help by being under¬ 
standing and not pushing too much. 
If someone needs a break, or to step 
outside for a bit, just accept that. 
Don’t put too much pressure on 
them.” 

Although the group itself does not 
meet over Christmas, its Facebook 
page (MEGAN CIC) is monitored 
throughout and help is also available 
24 hours a day from Mental Health 
Matters. 
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Its free, 24-hour helpline, which is 
staffed by mental health profession¬ 
als, is 0300 330 5486 for mobiles and 
0800 107 0160 for landlines, or you 
can chat online at www.mental- 
healthmatters.co.uk. 

Also available 24 hours a day are 
the Samaritans on 08457 909090 or 
jo@samaritans.org. 

“The beauty of the Samaritans is 
that we are not judgmental,” a 
spokesman from the Maidstone office 
explained. 

“We don’t give any advice. We are 
just someone who you can talk to in 
confidence, as sometimes that alone 
can help. 

“We just listen to whatever people’s 
thoughts and feelings are and try to 
give them an opportunity to perhaps 
alleviate their tensions.” 

The Samaritans have branches in 
Maidstone, Medway, Ashford, Can¬ 
terbury, Folkestone and Tunbridge 
Wells. 

Anyone who’s going to be alone at 
Christmas can also book a place at 
the Caring Hands dinner in Chatham 
by calling 01634 409768. 


DOMESTIC ABUSE 

C ONTRARY to what one 
might expect, Christmas 
isn’t necessarily a bad time 
for victims of domestic abuse. 
Although increased alcohol con¬ 
sumption and family tensions can 
cause abuse to escalate in some cases, 
in others the desire to create a happy 
family Christmas dominates, ex¬ 
plained Karen Simms, from Choices, 
which runs four refuges in north 
Kent and provides advice and support 
to those affected by domestic abuse. 


“We tend to find that a lot of people 
will stay with an abusive partner over 
Christmas if they have children. They 
just think ‘let’s get Christmas out of 
the way and then I’ll leave,”’ she ex¬ 
plained. 

“The victim will tread on eggshells 
a lot more to keep things peaceful for 
the children.” 

However, she reminded anyone 


who is in trouble to call 999 if they 
are in immediate danger, or the 24- 
hour Women’s Aid helpline on 0808 
2000 247. 

Friends and relatives can also call 
the helpline - or the north Kent 
branch of Women’s Aid on 0800 917 
9948 - for advice. 

“Domestic abuse is so hard, and it’s 
always hidden,” Ms Simms added. 


“The person affected may not want 
to talk about the abuse over Christ¬ 
mas, but when children are involved 
someone should be saying something 
to the police or the helpline. 

“Neighbours who overhear a row 
can maybe defuse the situation by 
saying they have run out of milk, or 
call the police anonymously. 

“All you can do is support that per¬ 


son and let them know help is out 
there." 

She advised victims who think they 
might decide to leave to plan their es¬ 
cape, pack a small bag with essentials 
like important documents and mon¬ 
ey, research information about do¬ 
mestic abuse and memorise helpline 
numbers in case their abuser takes 
their phone. 



The Fireplace 

A Family Run Business 

Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 
Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 
Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 



6 THE 
FIREPLACE 


Visit Our Showroom 

2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 
Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME 10 3TD 
Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 
www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 



Chalkwell 

DayBreaks by Coach 


Royal Albert Hall 
Christmas Sing-a-long 
20th December 2014 
£62.00 


Disney on Ice - 
100 years of magic 
28th December 2014 
£56.00 



Strictly Come Dancing Live 
£79.00 

8th February 2015 



London Canal Museum 
- Waterways on the 
Western Front 
£31.00 

27th February 2015 


Miss Saigon 
£67.00 

5th February 2015 



Once 

£69.00 

12th March 2015 


For more information call 01795 423982 
or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk 


Quote ‘ARC119’ 
when you book 
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PRESSURE: Don’t be afraid to seek help if it all gets too much 


Police can also impose a domestic 
violence protection notice, which 
temporarily bans the abuser from 
your home - even if it is also their 
home. 

“Think safety at all times,” Ms 
Simms added. 

“The situation is not going to get 
better, but there’s help available. It’s a 
tough journey, but you get there in 
the end.” 

Choices also runs one-stop shops in 
Tunbridge Wells on Mondays, Dart- 
ford, Medway, Maidstone and Seven- 
oaks on Tuesdays, Tonbridge on 
Wednesdays and Gravesend on 
Thursdays, where free advice on 
housing and legal issues is available. 

For more information call 01322 
384792 or visit www.choicesdaserv- 
ice.org.uk. Information is also availa¬ 
ble from the Kent Domestic Abuse 
Consortium on 07926 842183 or at 
www.kdac.org.uk, the National Cen¬ 
tre for Domestic Violence on 0844 
8044 999 or at www.ncdv.org.uk, and 
www.domesticabuseservices.org.uk. 


THE ELDERLY 

ROUND 13,000 older peo- 
pie in Kent will be spending 
Christmas Day alone this 
year. 

But as Ruth Morris, Kent and Sur¬ 
rey area manager for the charity In¬ 
dependent Age, points out, this is not 
just a problem at Christmas, but all 
year round. 

“More than a million older people 
say they always or often feel lonely,” 
Ms Morris said. 

“They may have lost their spouse or 
their circle of friends, or they may 
have no family, or family living a long 


way away. 

“Christmas can be a particularly 
difficult time, since the festive season 
for so many is about being surround¬ 
ed by friends and family, making 
those spending it alone feel particu¬ 
larly isolated. 

“This can be made worse by the fact 
that many of the usual day-to-day ac¬ 
tivities, such as visits from the post¬ 
man or trips to the shop, also slow 
down or stop.” 

However, help is at hand - the char¬ 
ity has a network of volunteers who 
can pop round for a chat or take an 
older person out for a stroll or tea and 
cake. 

“You get to decide with your volun¬ 
teer how regularly they visit,” Ms 
Morris added. 

“We also offer TalkTime phone 


clubs, where you are called once a 
month or so to enjoy a lively discus¬ 
sion on books, films or a topic decided 
by the group, with around six other 
older people - we provide the books 
and films for free.” 

The charity also runs a free 24- 
hour helpline, the Silverline, provid¬ 
ing information, friendship and ad¬ 
vice to older people, on 0800 470 
8090, and has produced a free book 
on how to stay physically and socially 
active which you can order on 0800 
319 6611 or download from its web¬ 
site. 

But Ms Morris says ordinary people 
can help too by extending the hand of 
friendship. 

“Simply knocking on the door of an 
older neighbour to check they are 
okay can make a world of difference 


to someone who otherwise does not 
have much contact with others,” she 
said. 

“Perhaps let them know of any 
events going on in the community 
which may be of interest to them.” 

For more information call 0800 
319 6789 or visit www.independent- 
age.org. 

Other organisations offering help 
are Age UK (0844 225 0320 or www. 
ageuk.org.uk), the Royal Voluntary 
Service (0845 608 0122 or www.roy- 
alvoluntaryservice.org.uk), Contact 
the Elderly (0800 716543 or www. 
contact-the-elderly.org.uk) and Com¬ 
munity Network (020 7923 5250 or 
www.community-network.org). 

FAMILY TENSION 

EVER mind rocking 
around the Christmas tree 
- arguing can be the main 
activity for many families 
over the festive season as normally- 
submerged tensions bubble to the 
surface. 

Relationship counselling organisa¬ 
tion Relate says it always experiences 
a huge increase in its workload dur¬ 
ing and after the festive season - and 
according to divorce lawyer James 
Muir-Little, January is the busiest 
month for couples splitting. 

“Although Christmas is billed as 
the time of year when everyone comes 
together and has a lovely time, the re¬ 
ality can often be very different,” said 
Pamela Crust, spokeswoman for Re¬ 
late Medway and North Kent. 

“Christmas can be a time when 
tempers fray, and issues which can be 
buried during day-to-day life come to 
the surface. The anticipation and ex¬ 


citement can place immense pressure 
on families and parents in particu¬ 
lar.” 

Pressurised parents shouldn’t feel 
afraid to organise as much as they 
can in advance, delegate jobs to oth¬ 
ers and set a realistic budget for 
presents and food, Ms Crust says. 

“If you do argue, stick to the argu¬ 
ment topic and try not to bring in 
other people’s opinions to back you 
up. Confront the issue, not each oth¬ 
er,” she added. 

“Remember alcohol has a way of 
loosening tongues, and the damage 
of words can scar deeply. 

“If there are issues within your 
family or with your partner that need 
fixing, try talking to a Relate counsel¬ 
lor.” 

Mr Muir-Little, head of Kent law 
firm Furley Page’s family law team, 
says many couples with marital prob¬ 
lems will be thinking over Christmas 
about taking the first steps towards 
separation. 

“We find that a lot of people who 
are having marriage difficulties try to 
get through Christmas, especially if 
they have children,” he said. 

“But once the stressful festivities 
are over, they see the New Year as the 
ideal time to make a fresh start. 

“The decision to divorce is one of 
the most important anyone will ever 
take. The emotional upheaval, and 
worries about the cost and how it will 
affect your children make it a stress¬ 
ful time,” he said. 

“Even if you think you and your 
spouse can sort things out amicably, 
you need practical advice at the out¬ 
set about the consequences of who 
divorces who, the arrangements for 
your children, and your financial 
prospects.” 





Christmas 

golf 

and lunch 


£25 


Corporate ^ 
Membership 

100 Rounds of Golf £590+Vat 
Flexi Membership 
50 Rounds of Golf £395 
100 Rounds of Golf £750 
*** 7 Day Membership *** 

£49.95 per Month 

hristmas Golf & Lunch £25 (2 Courses £29) 
Available Wednesday to Sunday 
Sunday Golf for 4 players Total £69 
Individual Golf Lessons £12 each 
Green Fees from only £9.95 
for 18 Holes 

Golf Societies Food & Golf 
start at £18 

Driving Range Balls 

from £3 


THE COURSE 


The star of the show is the 
superb 18 hole golf course, 
designed by Patrick Dawson. 
Join as a Member and enjoy, 
social golf, competitions, 
advance online booking, 
Ladies, Gentlemen’s and 
Vets Sections, plus play 
40 other courses free. 
Visitors are welcome to 
play at The Ridge 7 days 
a week; you can look 
forward to an excellent 
round on a great course, 
followed by some of our 
renowned catering in Brewsters. 


DINING 


Brewster’s Restaurant is open to the public 7 days 
a week, for Breakfast, Lunch and Bar Meals and 
Snacks. Booking is always advisable for our 
Sunday Lunch. Our team of chef’s, design all 
the menus, preparing meals from fresh local 
produce which range from bar snacks to a ^ 

four course dinner. Our bar hosts a range 
of favourite beers, lagers and an extensive 
wine list. 


FUNCTIONS 


Evening private dinners are fully inclusive, 
hire of Brewster’s restaurant, Full 
Operating Bar, Dance Floor. Birthday parties, 
christenings, anniversaries, corporate lunches, 
or dinners, we cater for every occasion. Separate 
function rooms are available for Funerals. For more 
details or to book call free 0800 024 8730. 


All Day Menu, Breakfast, 
Light Bites, Main Meals 
and Desserts 

Silver Roast on Fridays £5.95 
Ridge Specials From only £3.95 
Sunday Roast Lunch £7.95 
*** Fixed Price Functions *** 

50 Guests Buffet £650 
Christmas Lunch Menu 
Private Christmas Buffet 
£650 up to 50 

Weddings All Inclusive £2000 
Large Patio overlooking 
the 18 th Green 


For more details or to book call free 0800 024 8730 


The Ridge Golf Club, Chartway Street, Sutton Valence, Maidstone, ME17 3JB 

Tel: 01622 844382 www.theridgegolfclub.co.uk 
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Did football unite enemies in 
Great War Christmas match? 

Tales of a match in no-man’s land in 1914 continue to fascinate us. But a leading 
historian claims it may be a long way from the romanticised view we have today 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


IT IS a story about remarkable hu¬ 
manity and spirit that has woven its 
way into the nation’s heart. 

That amid the brutality of trench 
warfare during the First World War, 
between December 24 and December 
26, 1914, a remarkable temporary 
truce was called. 

That the sound of carols from both 
British and German front lines floated 
in the air prompting each side to 
emerge into no-man’s land. 

There, they greeted one another, 
and as legend has it, even played a 
game of football together. 

But this famous moment in history 
may not be quite as it seems. 

It was this which prompted fascinating 
discussion during a University of Kent 
symposium last week in Canterbury. 

Mark Connelly, from the universi¬ 
ty’s school of history, is a First World 
War expert. 

He says: “We have no unequivocal 
evidence that a football match did ac¬ 
tually take place. 


“It’s very likely that a ball did get 
kicked around, given the prevalence 
of football in German and British 
working class culture, but it would 
have been more of a small kick 
around than an organised match.” 

According to Professor Connelly, 
the issue is that we look at one tiny 
detail, and turn it into a whole pic¬ 
ture, rather than considering the 
wider context. 

He says: “Most of the men on the 
front in 1914 are pre-war regular sol¬ 
diers, and they are men who are used 
to killing. 

“They haven’t discovered some 
great well of new humanity within 
them. It’s much more that killing is a 
job, and this is a day off. 

“If we over invest in it, that does 
nothing to explain why the killing 
then continued for another four years. 

“It couldn’t just be because each 
side had such a draconian discipli¬ 
nary system that the men were forced 
to go on killing - there has to be an 
element of acquiescence. 

“So there would be this subtext of, 
‘I’m talking to you now, but tomor¬ 
row I might have to kill you’, but then 


why shouldn’t they talk to their oppo¬ 
nents, swap a few stories, have a bit of 
a laugh, and then in a very dispas¬ 
sionate way, a very professional way, 
go back to killing a few days later? 

“There is a difference between the 
way the professional soldiers and those 
who had been conscripted saw it. 

“The professionals saw it as a job, 
whereas the new recruits saw it as 
their ‘duty’.” 

Another detail that has to be con¬ 
sidered is the difference between frat¬ 
ernisation, and truce. 

The idea of truce, he says, “is not par¬ 
ticularly odd” in wars - where there is a 
temporary cessation of hostilities. 

“What this meant in 1914 was to 
keep your head down, and don’t rile 
the enemy up. 

“It was a minority of men who 
would have got out of a trench and 
had any kind of a chat with the Ger¬ 
mans in no man’s land. 

“The others see no reason to dis¬ 
turb the enemy. So they participate in 
the truce as much by doing nothing 
as by clambering out of the trenches 
and fraternising. 

“It shows us the complexity of the 


situation. Truce is a long way from 
fraternisation. Undoubtedly, fraterni¬ 
sation did occur, and men have con¬ 
versations with the enemy they’ll re¬ 
member for the rest of their lives, but 
that isn’t the majority experience.” 

Historians also say we need to consider 
the different perspectives on the story. 

While the British and German 
troops may have been happy to frat¬ 
ernise, the exchange was taking 
place on the Franco-Belgian borders. 
Prof Connelly says: “We have the 
context to sentimentalise it because it 
was not on our territory, so for a lot of 
Belgian and French soldiers the in¬ 
vader is on their land. 

“For a Belgian soldier, the idea of 
standing around talking to the ene¬ 
my is totally alien. 

“One of the questions we wanted to 
pose at the symposium is this: If the 
Germans were sitting across east 
Kent, would the British people have 
found it so romantic that French and 
Belgians were having a bit of a laugh 
with the Germans?” 

So how does he feel about the 
Sainsbury’s advert - it divided opin¬ 
ion with many thinking it was crass 



commercialism, and others that it 
was a respectful tribute. 

Prof Connelly says: “If the advert 
makes people interested in the Great 
War, then that would be fantastic. 

“If it inspired them to go and re¬ 
search and find out more, then I think 
it has fulfilled a positive role.” 
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Keep Worm, Keep Well 

Spending over two hours at 12°C raises blood 
pressure, increasing the risk of heart disease and JL 
stroke, especially for people over 75, or with health 
problems. 

Look out for others who are alone this winter 
18°C - 21 °C is the ideal room temperature 
Check your heating system is working 
Stock up on basic food items 
Wrap up with lots of thinner layers of clothing 
Ask your GP about free flu and pneumoccal jabs (over 
65s and at-risk groups) 

Ask your pharmacist about repeat prescriptions and 
home delivery 


Find out if you're entitled to free help to keep warm 

Call 08000283172 

or, if you live in Swale 01795 417131 
www.kentgov.uk/health 


W Follow us on Twitter 

@Kent_cc and #beawinterbuddy 
or join #winterfriends 
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FOOTBALL 

REMEMBERS 


REMEMBER: Members of 
1 Buffs on a trench parapet. 
Credit: University of Kent. 



In terms of whether people would 
feel disappointed about how true the 
story is, he is sanguine. 

He says: “I think people would be 
disappointed to find out that it’s not 
as cut and dried as they may have 
thought, as it is a lovely story. 

“There are enough flashes to show 


us that the whole story isn’t a lie, but 
it was not the organised match some 
people may have thought. 

“But it’s a more interesting story 
than before because of the complexity 
of behaviour. 

“Interesting questions are left un¬ 
answered by looking at all the rea¬ 


sons why it carried on. 

“There are soldiers who went on to 
vigorously deny that there was a 
Christmas truce - why is that? 

“As ever, as a historian, the ulti¬ 
mate answer as to whether there was 
this truce is both yes and no. 

“People are always disappointed 


with the historian’s answer, but there 
are always different shades to consid¬ 
er, so no definitive answer.’’ 

Professor Connelly leads a project 
called Gateways to World War One at 
the university. It seeks to establish 
further understanding of the conflict 
through various projects. 


STUDENTS from Pent Valley in 
Folkestone and Thamesview 
School in Gravesend were 
joined by Provinciall Technisch 
Instituut in Kortrijk and Midden- 
school Van Het GO! from Ypres 
in Belgium to hold football 
matches to mark the centenary 
of the games that took place 
during the First World War 
Christmas Truce - in a project 
backed by Prince William. 

The match was part of the 
Football Remembers project 
from the British Council, the FA, 
the Football League and the 
Premier League - which will 
see every level of football mark 
the anniversary in a week of 
commemoration. 

It took place on December 17 
at Three Hills Sports Park, 
Folkestone. 

Mario Citro, headteacher at 
Pent Valley Technology 
College, said: ‘We feel very 
proud as a sports academy to 
be taking part in such a special 
event especially because we 
are in a town like Folkestone 
which has such a rich associa¬ 
tion with WW1” 

The Duke of Cambridge, 
president of the Football 
Association, said: “We all grew 
up with the story of soldiers 
from both sides putting down 
their arms on Christmas Day, 
and it remains wholly relevant 
today as a message of hope 
over adversity, even in the 
bleakest of times.” 


FREE SURDRY PRRKIRG 

IR DECEmBER 

FOR RSHFORD SHOPPERS 

Shoppers can enjoy free parking in ALL council-owned 
car parks in Ashford on the Sunday before Christmas, 
so pop into town, park for free, grab a bite and do your 
Christmas shopping. 



BDL GAS SERVICES 

^9 01634 232048 d 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 15YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 



Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 
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The best bed and furniture 
Winter Sale is now on! 


Best quality. Best prices. Best service. Guaranteed. 
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Wells Bedding and Interiors 

44 High Street, Tunbridge Wells TNI 1XF 

01892 535555 

www.wellsinteriors.co.uk 
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Hd I a 

against German 
invasion found 

Part of First World War protection plans unearthed 



AERIAL: Red dots reveal where remains have been discovered 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


A TEAM of historians say they 
have been left stunned after the 
remains of military defences 
from the First World War were 
uncovered in Dover. 

The plans had been long talked about but 
never discovered. 

But now they have been unearthed in the year 
which marks the cententary of the start of the 
terrible conflict which raged from 1914-1918. 

Archaeologists found oval ‘dips’ in the 
earth some 20 to 30 metres across had been 
dug. It’s believed this would have been used as 
a last ditch attempt to defeat an invading Ger¬ 
man army. 

If things had gone badly in the trenches of 
Europe, the Kaiser would have almost cer¬ 
tainly ordered his troops to invade Britain, via 
Kent, the nearest link to the mainland. 

So the British government of the time drew 
up plans for inland defences, but until now, it 
was never quite clear if the building work ac¬ 
tually took place. 

Now, in an historical find, the White Cliffs 
Countryside Partnership (WCCP) and its vol¬ 
unteers have had a break through. 

While scrub clearing along the summit of 
Whinless Down Local Nature Reserve, they re¬ 
vealed two sets of Bronze Age burial mounds. 

But then the prehistoric ridgeline produced 
this extra surprise - extensive earthworks be¬ 
lieved to have been part of the First World 
War defences of Dover. 

Working in partnership, the White Cliffs 
group teamed up with a group called Up On 
The Downs (UOTD), plus the Dover Archaeo¬ 
logical Group, and Canterbury Archaeologi¬ 
cal Trust (CAT), to continue the work. 

Dr Andrew Richardson from CAT had an 
historic plan showing Great War fortifica¬ 
tions on the site but it was not known if they 
remained a plan on paper or if the earthworks 
had ever been built. 

Volunteers from Dover Archaeological 
Group have been mapping the earthworks. 
And WCCP and UOTD have had aerial survey¬ 
ors in to take aerial photographs to add to the 
evidence - these are still being processed. 

Keith Parfitt of CAT has organised a geo¬ 
physics survey to take place in the spring that 
will provide more valuable evidence about the 
archaeology of Whinless Down. 

Melanie Wrigley from WCCP said “It is an 
incredible find. There was always a belief 
these earthworks were there, but until you get 
out there and clear away the scrub, you don’t 
really know. 

It was a brilliant day when this was discov¬ 
ered. Now there are plans to see if there is an¬ 
ything below the surface. 

“We believe when the war was over, these 
were filled in, but at this stage we have no idea if 
anything was left behind, or they stripped eve¬ 
rything out and just filled in the hole. Either 
way, this is a major historical find for Dover.” 
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Milano Oak Low 
Corner TV 
£29930 A 

£239.80 tX 


Milano Oak 
Coffee Table 
£49980 j 

£159.80 " 


Dorset Oak 2drw 
Console Table^j 
£47936 

£139.80 Wfl 


Oak Round/Square 
Wine Table 


Dorset Oak 2dr 
Coffee Table A 
£25930 (jj 

£199.80 


FloorsL/ 

of OAK & PINE 
Furniture / 

7 ) ALL 6 

REDUCED 


Kingsdown Oak 2 
dr/2drw Sideboard 


Oak ‘Laptop’ 


Sussex Oak 
Corner TV 
£269:80 

£219.80 


Oak Nest 
of Tables 
£49930 

£99.75 


Montana Round Table 
& 4 Chair SeU^p^ 

£249 


Pine Dressing Table 
£-29950 

£149.75 OR 


Marlow Oak i 
Gents Robe 
£47980" 

£389.80 


Cotswold Pine 
2 dr Wardrobe 
£29980 

£249.80 


Oak & Pine 

WINTER SALE 


^^tartini 
> Boxing 

bk ay 


HUNDREDS OF BARGAINS <] H7) 
WITH SOME AS LOW AS UULh 


Sussex Oak Bedroom Collection 
i.e. 2dr A/H Robe £529330 

NOW £399 


Pine Tall Pine Lam PTable Newbury Pine 

CD/DVD £9959 4drw Chest 

Holder £49.75 _ £40930- 


CH CO QO 


W07 


Pine Small 
3drw Chest 
£49930 

£135.90 


Oak Oval 
Lamp Table 


OUR price We will not be beaten on price 

GUARANTEE Please visit our website for details 


PINE ©'THINGS 

Furnishers 

Wincheap Road (junc. with A2, Retail Park) Canterbury, Kent CT1 3TY 


www.pineandthings.co.uk Tel: 01227 470283 established 35 years, open 7 days a week 
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Made in Norway 


EST.1934 


nuummi uuiiiin 


EXTRA SAVINGS 

ON SELECTED LEATHERS 


within our Heritage Sofa Colour Collection* • See instore for details 


""iimnmw 


imagine comfort 


THE INNOVATORS OF COMFORT 



Bennett £>Brown 

21-24 Windmill Street, Gravesend 
Kent DAI2 IAS 
Tel 01474 352235 

www.bennettandbrown.com 


44 High St, Royal Tunbridge Wells 
Kent TNI 1XF 
T: 01892 535555 

www.wellsinteriors.co.uk 
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What happened to hidden gold? 

When an artist buried £10,000 of gold on a beach, thousands flocked to find it. And much is still hidden 



GOLD DIGGERS: Crowds flocked to the beach to chance their luck 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archantco.uk 


AN UNUSUAL piece of artwork from 
this year’s Folkstone Triennial is set to 
‘live forever’ according to organisers. 

The project, called Folkestone Digs, 
saw £10,000 worth of gold buried at 
beaches in the town by artist Michael 
Sailstorfer. 

Around 30 pieces of gold were hid¬ 
den, ranging in value from £250 to 
£500. And the public were told if they 
could find them, they could keep 
them, In addition, other metal items 
were buried in the sand to make it 
fairer for those who didn’t have metal 
detectors. 

The gold was buried in August, cre¬ 
ating a ‘gold rush’, when it was an¬ 
nounced on August 28. 

People went to Outer Harbour 
Beach at 4pm when the tide went out, 
equipped with metal detectors and 
spades to try and nab themselves a 
slice of the treasure. 

The project was so popular that 
sales of digging tools including trow¬ 
els, shovels and spades increased by 
480 per cent at the local B&Q store. 

Ioannis Ioannou is a marketing en¬ 
gagement manager at the Creative 
Foundation, which was involved in 
the triennial - the large public art 
project, where artists are encouraged 


to use the town as their canvas. It 
takes place every three years. 

Tracey Emin has been involved at a 
previous triennials, and one of this 
year’s stars was Yoko Ono. 

Mr Ioannou said: “We know that 
eight people have come forward hav¬ 
ing found gold. 

“We don’t know how many more 


people have found some, but decided 
to keep quiet about it. 

“Of course, as part of the project, 
people were entitled to keep the gold 
they found. 

“An important piece of this project 
was that we will never know if there 
is more gold out there, or if it has all 
been dug up -1 personally believe that 


there is more, but I can’t prove it.” 

No-one knows where the gold is. 

Mr Ioannou said: “Even the artist 
couldn’t find it all now, because sand 
shifts, so there is no way of knowing 
where it has disappeared to. 

“We’re hoping that this mystery 
means that the gold will become part of 
a myth about the town - we had enough 


people come forward with gold to 
prove that it was actually buried. 

“The great thing about this project 
was that it brought people together, 
and it enabled us to ask people to par¬ 
ticipate, and in that way become the 
artwork. 

“The art is the act of digging, it’s 
not about finding gold - the first few 
weeks after people knew there was 
gold there, and coming to find it, was 
the beauty of it. 

“There were people with buckets 
and spades coming down to the town 
- it really put Folkestone on the map 
for weeks. 

“The art attracted international at¬ 
tention - with questions of whether it 
was art, and how it was art being 
asked - you can discuss it endlessly. 

“It also provoked questions about 
the value of gold. 

“The fact that it provoked discus¬ 
sion, and was engaging, means that 
it was a meaningful and important 
piece of work.” 

It was not the only notable piece - 
much attention was given to ‘Art 
Buff’ - a piece of graffiti by secretive 
artist Banksy that appeared over¬ 
night in the town. For the latest on 
that, turn to page 5. 

Did you find gold? Let us know how 
you found it and how much it was 
worth. Did you sell it or keep it? 
Editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 



G Plan, Ercol, Himolla, 
Hypnos, Vi Spring, 
Ercol, Parker Knoll, 
Duresta 


82-84 High Street, Rainham 
ME8 7JH 01634 236956 
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Lukehurst The Furnishers, Winter sale starts this Saturday. 

You'll find everything reduced with up to 25% off famous brands. 

Regarded as a leading home furnisher in Kent for over 40 years, you can buy with confidence and 
receive the personal touch from a family run business. 

So if you're looking for great savings on a new sofa, dining table, a bed, bedroom furniture, 
carpets flooring or soft furnishings, then visit Lukehurst The Furnishers Winter Sale 

Starts this Saturday in Rainham and Sittingbourne. Martin Lukehurst - Managing Director 


For festive opening times visit: 

www.lukehurst.co.uk 


Sittingbourne Retail Park, 
Mill Way, Sittingbourne 
ME10 2XD Tel: 01795 430299 
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Mercedes-Benz 
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* 0% Finance 
■SAVE up to £5,718 
■ 3 FREE Services 


Mercedes-Benz Vito 116CDI Sport Van 

Colour Choices: 

White, Metallic Silver Or Flint Grey 
Air Condi Marring, ConuFarl Driver's Seal, 
Alloy Wheels, Electric; Mirrors, Ply Lining, 
Includes RFl 
Was £25,60G 

Saving £5,536 

Mercedes-Benz Vito 113CDI Extra Long Van 

Metallic Silver 
Solid Tailgate, Ply lining, 
tncludes RFl 

m% £22,000 


Saving £2,505 


Mercedes-Benz Vitol 13CDI Long Van 


White Paint 

Air Conditioning, Comforl Drivers Seat. 
Wheel Trims, Ply lining, 
includes RFL 
Was £24,000 


Saving £5,100 

Mercedes-Benz Vito 116CD1 Compact Van 

MetaEHc Silver 

Automatic Gearbox. Air Conditioning. 
Comfort. Drivers Seat, 

Wheel Trims, Ply lining, 

Includes RFL 
Was £25,31B 
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Call 01795 432 960 

SiUingbourne | Dart ford | Ashford | Tonbridge 
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CHIMPANZEE :The animals will be transported to Wingham 

Chimps set to 
be shipped into 
popular park 


Primates set to move to Wingham Wildlife Park 
as four-year mission edges closer to completion 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


OWNERS of a popular wildlife park near 
Canterbury hope to see the result of four 
years of planning and preparation come to 
fruition next year as they welcome a group 
of chimpanzees. 

Final work on a purpose-built enclosure 
is now under way, with hopes the animals 
will make the trip from the United States 
at some point next summer. 

For Tony and Jackie Binskin, it will start a 
major step forward in their ambition to 
make Wingham Wildlife Park one of the 
county’s premier attractions. 

Since it took the site over, the enclosures, 
facilities and animals have undergone a 
huge transformation. 

However, it faces a challenge to ship the 
creatures from their current home to Kent. 

Mr Binskin said: “We have wanted to 
bring chimpanzees to the county since we 
took over the park and have been working 
on such a project for around four years 
now. 

“This is certainly going to be our biggest 
venture to date, and everyone is very ex¬ 
cited about it.” 

The new chimpanzee housing is split in 
to a large indoor communal area that is go¬ 
ing to be heated with under floor heating. 


Mrs Biskin said: “We want these animals 
to be comfortable all year round, and to 
continue to remain comfortable as they 
grow older. 

“With this heating system, no matter 
what their physical abilities are, they are 
going to be able to relax in the warmth.” 

This communal area is going to house a 
large climbing frame and lead to five sepa¬ 
rate ‘bedrooms’ so that even in the winter 
they can have the choice of who to be around, 
giving them access to a little privacy. 

According to Mr Biskin: “From the social 
interactions, politics, tool use and team 
work present in so many aspects of primate 
society, there really is a lot we can learn 
from some of our closest relatives, and this 
exhibit is going to give us a great chance to 
help our visitors learn these lessons.” 

Mr Binskin added: “We have started to 
look at the options available with moving 
these animals, and we are certainly going 
to need the support of an airline to make 
this transfer run as smoothly as possible. 

“This is very precious cargo, and we are 
adamant that all the chimpanzees arrive 
at the park safely, as quickly as possible 
and as a whole group in a single trip.” 

Chimps, whose native home is west and 
central Africa, are the closest living rela¬ 
tives to humans and, according to re¬ 
search, they share some 99 per cent of their 
DNA with that of a human. 
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Now shop online 

intu.co.uk/lakeside 
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Lakeside 
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Love gifting even more 

Treat someone special to an intu Lakeside Gift Card this 
Christmas. It’s the perfect gift, all in one card. Buy in centre 
or online at intu.co.uk/lakeside 

MasterCard is a registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. The intu Lakeside Prepaid MasterCard® Gift Card is issued by Wirecard Card Solutions Ltd (‘WDCS’) 
pursuant to licence by MasterCard International Inc. The card operates on a limited network and as such is not regulated under e-money regulations. 
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Spare a thought for 
those working this 
Christmas Day... 

While most of us tuck into the turkey this week, many will 
be working in key jobs as normal. Molly Kersey reports 


OR most of us, the prospect 
of the festive season means 
some precious time off. 

But while the majority of 
us will be looking ahead to 
Christmas Day as one full of presents, 


sherry, turkey and mince pies, for 
many it is just a normal working day. 

From ambulance drivers, care 
workers and firefighters, many peo¬ 
ple will forego a day at home to get 
their jobs done and keep things tick¬ 


ing over. 

To highlight them, KoS spoke to 
some of the people in the county who 
will be leaving the food and home 
comforts behind to attend to their 
work. 



THE POLICE OFFICER 


INSPECTOR Gary Woodward 
works at the Dartford commu¬ 
nity safety unit. He explained: 
“We are committed to keeping 
Kent’s residents and visitors safe 
every day of the year. Unfortu¬ 
nately, criminals do not rest 
over the festive period. 

“Officers are usually busy 
dealing with incidents from the 
night before and while Christ¬ 
mas Day tends to be quieter 
than normal, it’s not uncommon 
for further offences to be 
committed as the day wears on. 


“However, members of the 
public should rest assured that 
it’s very much business as usual 
and that any crimes should still 
be reported to us in the usual 
ways. 

“Our families understand we 
have an important job to do so 
many of us come up with 
alternative arrangements. For 
example, this year my wife and 
I will be eating Christmas 
dinner and opening presents 
together on Boxing Day 
instead.” 



Kent 

Police 


LIFEBOAT CREW MEMBER 


DAN Monk, is crew member at the 
Gravesend RNLI. He told us: “The day 
starts like any other day. 

“We still have all our checks to do on 
the boat and equipment and sign on 
with the coastguard, but once that is 
done we will go and have some 
breakfast and discuss what training 
needs to be done and start prepping 
the Christmas dinner. 

“The benefits are knowing that if 
someone needed our help we are on 
station and can get to them quickly. 


“The down side is having to spend 
the day away from the family but as a 
volunteer I choose to be on shift that 
day so my family are behind me. 

“At Gravesend we spend 12 hours on 
shift which is different from other RNLI 
stations around the coast whose crew 
are on call Christmas Day ready to 
drop everything when their pager goes 
off. 

“To tell the truth, I think at Gravesend 
we could get anything from a towing 
job due to mechanical failure to a 


person in distress. 

“You really can’t say that ‘today we 
are going be getting a certain type of 
job’ as Gravesend has a lot of areas on 
its patch from the Thames Barrier out to 
Canvey Island - some 26 miles cover¬ 
ing Kent, Essex and south London. 

“It’s just like the other emergency 
services working that day, we would all 
love to be home with our families but 
even on Christmas Day accidents and 
incidents can happen and we need to 
be there to help those in need.” 



New Year’s Eve 
Fancy Dress Party 2014 

with the return of; 

The Vintage Corporation 

Top 60s 70s Band 


mfit 


www. 7"7rf I inlam'C’OTpftrfiltnn go tsk 


Bring your own 
food & snacks. 

All drinks must 
be purchased 
from the bar. 


• ID piece Live Band 

• Dance Floor 

• Licenced Bar 

a All ages welcome 

• Doors open 8pm 


Bottle of Bubbly 
for best fancy dress. 



E 12.00 at the door 


Hawkinge Community Centre 

Heron Foretal Avenue, Hawkinge, Kenl CT18 7FP 

BOX OFFICE: 01233 733 993 - 01393 994 897 

or buy tickets from Hawkinge Community Centre 


Reduce your energy bills and transform 
your property with External Wall 
Insulation Systems 


ORDL 

INSULATED RENDERS 



Visit our website to view completed and current EWI projects in your area 


• Thermal Insulation keeps • Maintenance and Decoration Free 

solid walls warm, condensation • 25 Year Guarantee 

free and protected from wind, rain • Reduces Heat Loss 

and frost • Increases aesthetics and value to 

• Reduce fuel costs by up to 50% the property 

• Fully Insured • 25 Year Guarantee 


Website: www.rdlplaster-render.co.uk 
Email: enquiries@rdlplaster-render.co.uk 
Tel: 01622 735888 Mobile: 07709 439966 
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NIGHT SUPPORT WORKER 


HOLLY Merrells, of Dover, explains what 
the day holds for her: “I work in a home for 
young adults with special educational and 
behavioural needs. 

“Going to work on Christmas Day has its 
positives and negatives. 

“I’ve been brought up in a house where 
Christmas Day is for family. When I was a 
teenager I wasn’t even allowed to text my 
friends on Christmas. 

“It’s a day to be together as a family unit 
so as an adult and being in a job where I 
have to leave my family mid celebration is 
really hard for me. 

“Saying that, when I started my job I 
knew that it’s a 24/7 service and working 
on Christmas is kind of part of the deal. 

“We get a small bonus for the key 
holiday days but I don’t think you can put a 
monetary value on quality family time. 

“Actually being at work, though, is 
weirdly fun. 

“Everyone is in the same boat. Given 
the choice everyone really would chose to 
be at home but it’s tough; you’re at work 
and nobody wants to have a bad time. It’s 
Christmas no matter where you are so it’s 
almost like as soon as you walk through 
the door it’s forgotten and everyone goes 
all out to have the best Christmas possible 
in that situation. 


“I’ve never worked a Christmas where 
I’ve seen anyone miserable at work. 

“The workload is exactly the same as 
every other day, medications still need to 
be administered, paperwork completed, 
where I work with people with autism, 
routine takes priority, whether it’s Christ¬ 
mas or just another normal Thursday. 

“All that differs is the decorations and 
sense of festive excitement that isn’t 
normally there. 

“This year will be my son’s fourth Christ¬ 
mas, and it will be the third I’ve worked. 

“It’s hard to look at it like that but in all 
honesty, working the rest of the year 
allows me to buy him the gifts he enjoys 
on Christmas and being absent for part of 
the day only makes me appreciate the 
time that my husband, my son and I can all 
spend together. 

“Some clients where I work don’t have 
family, so for them, we are their family. 

“We’re who they’re closest with, who 
they love and look forward to seeing most. 

“In that sense, it makes me feel really 
appreciated and wanted, and so grateful 
for what I have. I take for granted having 
family around me, and there are some 
people who don’t. I genuinely believe 
Christmas is the hardest time of year for 
people without that.” 



THE FIREFIGHTER 


WATCH manager Vicki Brown works at 
the Thames Side Fire Station in North- 
fleet. She said: “For us it’s a normal day, 
so I am at the fire station and fire engines 
are available 24 hours a day. 

“I’ll be here from 9am to 6pm on 
Christmas Day. 

“Common call outs for Christmas Day 
are the same as any day in December. 

“On average we attend three acciden¬ 
tal fires in people’s homes a day during 
December, due to a mixture of cooking 
related fires and chimney related fires. 

“It makes it harder for us because 
everyone is enjoying their Christmas. We 
don’t want to be called out on Christmas 
Day and we are pretty sure that people 
don’t want to see us either.” 


What can prevent accidents happen¬ 
ing? 

“One of the big things is never to leave 
cooking unattended and during Christ¬ 
mas it’s very busy with family, so we 
would advise that someone else answers 
the door and looks after the guests. 

“Always check your smoke alarms and 
never take the batteries out of the smoke 
alarms. 

“Buy extra for Christmas presents and 
make sure family members know what to 
do if there are any problems, where the 
spare keys are and how to get out if there 
is a fire. 

“We always advise people to check on 
elderly relatives too, especially if they are 
on their own.” 





SEND US YOUR BEST SEASONAL SELFIE 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN: 
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X Factor winner 
set to top charts 
as he’s tipped to 
become a star 


Chris Murphy reports on the singer now on the 
road to glory after winning the ITV talent show 


EN Haenow is expected to fly to the top 
of the charts today and claim the cov¬ 
eted Christmas number one - a week 
after he won the X Factor. 

The former supermarket van driver 
from West Wickham, near Bromley, was crowned 
champion of the ITV1 talent show during a live 
broadcast on Sunday night - straight from a 
packed Wembley Arena. 

He won a recording contract and saw his debut 
single, a version of One Republic’s Something I 
Need, released moments after his success 

Now he intends to celebrate his new found suc¬ 
cess by tying the knot with his long-time girl¬ 
friend in the new year. 

Speaking the day after his victory, his brother 
Alex told KoS: “It just hasn’t sunk in yet. 

“Our mum was in tears - she is so proud of 
him. We all are. 

“It was absolutely crazy in the hours after the 
show. I have been walking around in a daze. 

“Ben was whisked off quite quickly and he now 
has a manic schedule. We are over the moon for 
him, but now the hard work starts for him. 

“Winning this was on the start - this is the first 
step and now he has a career to cement, and that 
is the hard part. 

“He is not under any illusions of what is ahead 


of him, and he wants to have as much input as he 
can. The hard work starts now. 

“We are just looking forward to getting him back 
when he has a couple of weeks off just to relive it all 
together and have some quiet family time. 

“He will need us as much as we need him. It’s 
important to keep some normality in your life 
when something like this happens. 

“Once that’s over, it will really kick off. The 
journey is only just starting now, really. 

“But he’s worked so hard just to get here. He’s 
been trying to make it for years.” 

Westerham Brewery has also paid tribute to 
the singer by creating Haeniacs Ale from nine lo¬ 
cal hops. 

Mr Haenow had gone into the final as under¬ 
dog to hot favourite Fleur East - but in fact 
stormed to victory with a 20 per cent lead in the 
final vote count. 

Figures released during the week showed he 
had been ahead on the public phone vote for the 
last seven weeks. 

After starting out gigging at local pubs like The 
Swan in West Wickham with his brother Alex, in¬ 
dustry experts say he could become a millionaire. 

And while viewing figures for the final dropped 
to a 10-year low, the final still attracted 8.4mil- 
lion viewers. 




• End of life vehicles purchased 
• All grades of iron & steel purchased 

Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 

01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 



Unit 11-12 Canterbury Industrial Park, Island Road, Hersden, 
Canterbury, Kent CT3 4HQ 01227 713850 

•Uniform prices paid at both depots • 



32 Week ending December 21,2014 



NUMBER ONE : Ben Haenow is 2014 X Factor champion 


Battling the tears after being crowned 
champion, Mr Haenow, 29, who now lives in 
Croydon, said: “I don’t believe it. I don’t believe 
it. Thank you so much. My dream has come 
true. You can’t imagine you are going to get to 
this point in the competition.” 

And Simon Cowell, the music mogul who 
mentored both the head-to-head acts and at¬ 
tended Dover College as a teenager, added: “I 
couldn’t be happier for you, Ben. You’ve de¬ 
served it - you are a great guy and I’m so proud 
of you. 

“This is what you’ve waited for. Everything 
you’ve dreamed of, and this is what turning 
into a star feels like.” 

His path to glory has had its ups and downs 
though. 

His parents, Rosanna and Mick, seperated 
when was just four years old. 

Speaking to The Mirror this week, he said: 
“It was a very messy split. For a while I didn’t 
see my dad. Then we were supposed to see him 
every other Sunday. Then it just fizzled out. He 
just wouldn’t turn up. 

“As I got older, I couldn’t handle it and used 
to drink a lot. I was 14 and just necking a bottle 
of vodka a day until I was sick and paralytic.” 

His father has since said he intends to repair 
the damage to his family. 

Mr Haenow also has some long-term plans 
for his girlfriend of the last six years, Jessica 
Jones. 

He said: “I am going to get married to Jess. I 
can’t really give you a timescale, I would like 
to concentrate on the matter at hand first, 
then see what it brings afterwards.” 

Victory in the TV show can deliver fabulous 
riches - but is no guarantee of success, as part 
winners will testify. 

Former prison officer Sam Bailey, 37, who 
won last year’s show was nervously waiting 

KEA 



WINNER: Ben plans to wed his girlfriend 


this week to see if her record deal would be ex¬ 
tended, while sales of her current UK tour are 
said to be disappointing. 

Other winners who have seen their careers 
fizzle out include Matt Cardie, Leon Jackson 
and Shayne Ward. 

Ironically, those enjoying the biggest suc¬ 
cess from the show did not win it. The likes of 
One Direction, JLS and Oily Murs all lost out 
but came back to launch huge careers. One Di¬ 
rection are currently the world’s most success¬ 
ful boy band with a string of global hits and 
major success in the US. 

Ben Mills, from Whitstable, cam third in the 
2006 TV show - releasing an album. He can 
still be found performing at venues across 
Kent. 
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SALE 

EVEN MORE SAVINGS ON YOUR 
FAVOURITE DESIGNER BRANDS 

STARTS 8AM BOXING DAY 


AshfordDesignerOutlet.com 
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B no drama 

NO HASSLE 
NO FUSS 
NO STRESS 
RrV NO PARKING 


3007 

3700 


For more 


nformation on our services go to: 

o r» n ect i o n s4y o u - n et 


AIRPORT CONNECTIONS 


SHUTTLE SERVICE 


PICK UP POINTS 


Gatwick and Heathrow daily for only 


. 


£40 I £75 

SINGLE PER PERSON RETURN PER PERSON 

Collection times from: 


2am • 4am • 9am • 1pm 


f £65 I £120 

2 PEOPLE SINGLE 2 PEOPLE RETURN 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS 


Arrival Date 

Nights 

Departure Date 

Board 

Duration 

Single 

Couple 

9th May 2015 

5 

14th May 2015 

HB 

Sat-Thurs 

£425 

£650 

22nd May 2015 

4 

26th May 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£390 

£565 

7th June 2015 

6 

13th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

21st June 2015 

6 

27th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

17th July 2015 

4 

21st July 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£425 

£645 

10th Aug 2015 

6 

16th Aug 2015 

HB 

Mon-Sun 

£510 

£845 

31st Aug 2015 

4 

4th Sept 2015 

HB 

Mon-Fri 

£425 

£685 

13th Sept 2015 

6 

19th Sept 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

23rd Sept 2015 

4 

27th Sept 2015 

HB 

Wed-Sat 

£425 

£650 


Enjoy any of our 
?’f an ? 6n 'ghtstays 
m lovely Newquay , n 
Picturesque Cornwall 

( ayment plans are available) 


These prices include: Transport 
to and from Newquay, Hotel incl 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 

Full Day Trip (incl Entrance Fee) 
to EDEN PROJECT in St. Austell, 
Cornwall and Half Day trip to 
PADSTOW. 



Our chosen Hotel is situated right on the seafront in Newquay with its 
stunning beaches. It is just a 10 minute walk from Newquay Town Centre 
and just 200 yards from Tolcarne Beach. There are plenty of facilities at 
the hotel, including a heated indoor swimming pool, jacuzzi and sauna, as 
well as an enclosed outdoor terrace and patio. Also at the hotel is a beauty 


salon and games room. There is a coffee shop which offers a selection of 
light snacks and refreshments. The hotel has a main ballroom which offers 
entertainment throughout the year and has a large dance floor and bar, it’s a 
popular spot each evening and a perfect place to relax and unwind whilst 
enjoying your holiday in this glorious part of the south-west, m Finduson 

E 1 Facebook 


To Book or for more information call: Connections4youLtd on 01843 823007 / 823700 

www.connections4you.net 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


AMAZING: The impressionist 
will take on the role of Smee 
Picture: SimonHildrew 


ime to join in the magic 
of panto this festive seaso 

Impressionist Paul Burling shot to fame after reaching final of TV talent show 


WITH his hilarious impressions of 
celebrities including TV comic 
Harry Hill, Paul Burling had 
audiences in fits of laughter when 
he rose to fame on ITV’s Britain’s 
Got Talent. 

His own TV show, a variety of 
guest appearances and a role in his 
first feature film followed soon 
afterwards. 

Now the show business veteran 
- at 44 he has already spent 25 
years in the industry - has taken on 
the role of the affable Smee in the 
Orchard Theatre’s production of 
Peter Pan, staged by Odos Enter¬ 
tainment, in Dartford. The show 
has already been playing to packed 
crowds. 

No stranger to the county after a 
string of previous appearances, 
this is the first time he has 
performed in Dartford but, he says, 
certainly not the last. 


“It’s great. Everyone is so lovely, 
the cast and crew are amazing and 
we are treated very well. I am 
coming back a couple of times next 
year,” he said. 

“I have played Smee before and 
he’s a nice, loveable character, all 
the way through,” he said. 

“He’s good fun to play. 

“With the impressions, I try and 
bring something a little different to 
what people have seen before with 
Smee.” 

So what can audiences expect 
from the performance? 

“A lot of fun, and a great 
spectacle because it looks abso¬ 
lutely amazing,” he explained. 

“We have got the most incredible 
cast. We all bonded straight away. 
If you get on great, which we all do, 
that comes across as well. 

“People can see we are friends off 
stage as well. 


“There’s lots of singing and 
dancing and I think people are 
going to love it.” 

Andy Owens has been playing 
Peter Pan, Tabitha Camburn took 
on the role of Tinkerbell, and 
acid-tongued Strictly Come 
Dancing judge Craig Revel 
Horwood has been playing 
dastardly villain Captain Hook. 

“He’s an amazing performer, he 
really is,” said Mr Burling. 

“I worked with him last year too, 
and he gives it his all.” 

They will also be joined by 
ventriloquist, actor and comedian 
Dawson Chance. 

Pantomime has become a 
well-loved part of the holiday 
season, maintaining its enduring 
popularity year after year. 

And Mr Burling is happy to be a 
part of it. 

“It’s a brilliant British tradition,” 


he said. 

“It’s as much a part of Christmas 
as turkey. 

“It brings children to live 
theatre, sometimes for the first 
time. It gets the kids in to come and 
see a live show, and that generation 
will go when they grow up and 
bring their kids. 

“It’s a family occasion, you can 
bring little ones and parents and 
grandparents, people from every 
walk of life love a good panto, and I 
just love being a part of it. 

“For me it’s part of my Christ¬ 
mas, and has been for quite some 
time,” he added. 

Peter Pan will continue its run at 
the Orchard Theatre until January 
3 2015. 

For more information or to book 
tickets visit www.orchardtheatre. 
co.uk or alternatively you can call 
the ticket office on 01322 220000. 
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WINTER SALE STARTS 27-12-14 


BEDSTEADS - MATTRESSES * DIVANS - FURNITURE * BEDLIN EN - ACCESSORIES 




vtempur y\N d so to Bed 

- LONDON - 

5 THE PANTILES ■ TUNBRIDGE WELLS ■ KENT TNI 5TZ - TEL 01 S I S099 
OPEN I 0a m-6 p m MON-SAT ■ STORES NATIONWIDE ■ andsoiobccl.Lo.uk 
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Circus of horrors in town 


Tom Odell to bring his 
live show to the woods 



By Molly Kersey 

moUy.kersey@archant.co.uk 


TALENTED musician Tom Odell 
has announced a tour of the 
nation’s forests next year. 

The artist is the first act to 
announce multiple dates as part of 
the Forestry Commision’s Forest 
Live, which will see him perform 
in seven spectacular woodland 
venues across the country. 

He will be at Bedgebury 
Pinetum, near Tunbridge Wells, 
on June 19. 

Commenting on his forest gigs, 
he said: “This will be a whole new 
experience for me. 

“I can’t wait to bring my live 
show to the woods and I hope to 
see you there.” 

Forest Live is an independent 
programme organised by the 
Forestry Commission to bring 
forests to new audiences. 

Income generated from ticket 
sales is spent on protecting, 
improving and expanding 
England’s forests and woodlands 
and increasing their value to 
people and wildlife. 

Over Forest Live’s 14 year 
history, money raised has 


contributed to a wide range of 
projects, from wildlife conserva¬ 
tion to making improvements for 
visitors. 

Released in June 2013, Mr 
Odell’s debut album Long Way 
Down shot straight to number 
one. 

He achieved the ultimate 
industry accolade of Songwriter of 
the Year at the 2014 Ivor Novello 
Awards as well as previously 
winning the BRITs Critics’ Choice 
Award for 2013. 

Chosen to perform the sound¬ 


track to this year’s John Lewis 
Christmas advert, the 24-year-old 
has added his spine-tingling 
vocals to a cover of John Lennon’s 
Real Love, generating millions of 
YouTube views. 

He is currently recording his 
new album. 

Tickets are £34.50 including a 
£3.45 booking fee, and they are 
available to purchase now. 

They can be purchased from the 
Forestry Commission box office by 
calling 03000 680400 or visiting 
www.forestry.gov.uk/music. 



TOM ODELL: Currently he’s 
recording a new album. 



TALENTED : Recent hit was 
music from John Lewis advert 


THE show that stormed into the 
finals of Britain’s Got Talent will 
be at Margate Winter Gardens 
on March 12. 

Tickets for The Night of the 
Zombie start at £18 and can be 
purchased from 01843 292795. 



Blood Brothers returns 


LEGENDARY musical Blood Brothers will be at 
the Assembly Hall Theatre, Tunbridge Wells, 
from January 26 to 31. 

It tells the captivating tale of twins separated 
at birth, who meet again with fateful conse¬ 
quences. 

To book call the box office on 01892 530613 


Innovative visual theatre 

FERAL - a cross art form piece 
combining puppetry, film and 
live sound will be performed at 
the Theatre Royal, Margate on 
March 13 and 14. 

To book please call the box 
office on 01843 292795. 



The Beat hit Folkestone 


ONE of the biggest bands of the 2-Tone 
movements, The Beat, will be performing at 
the Folkestone Quarterhouse on March 13. 

Their hits include Can’t Get Used To Leaving 
You and Mirror in the Bathroom. 

Tickets are £17.50 and can be purchased by 
calling the box office on 01303 760750. 



NOW OPEN! 

Craig Revel horwood 


Paul Burling 


us Captain Hook 


Dawson Chance 

8‘WILLY’ 


The Swashbuckling 'Pantomime Adventure! 

Fri 12 Dec 2014 - Sat 3 Jan 2015 

DARTFORD , 

ORCHARD THEATRE orchardtheatre.co.uk 

Ticket office 01322 220000 Ml 
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Family fun at circuit where FI's Hamilton trained 


The whole family will have a chance to drive karts on the track where the champion honed his skills 


ASIDE from all the fun things about 
Christmas, it often also means over 
indulgence and fractious kids once 
the thrill of the presents is over. 

Buckmore Park Karting, situated 
on Maidstone Road, Chatham, is of¬ 
fering families a great idea to solve 
both problems this year. 

They have organised a family day 
on Saturday December 27, where eve¬ 
ryone gets a chance to drive karts on 
the circuit made famous by FI double 
world champion Lewis Hamilton. 

The circuit caters for all, giving peo¬ 
ple the chance to enjoy a fun day out at 
the location where other celebrated FI 
racers, Jenson Button and Johnny Her¬ 
bert also honed their skills. 

Established in 1963, they have the 
biggest fleet of hire-karts in the UK. 


With seven-fleets of karts and quad 
bikes, Powerturn buggies and Laser 
Warfare games, Buckmore Park 
promises to have a little something 
for everyone who likes to experience a 
little speed. 

The circuit is licensed by the Motor 
Sports Association for competition 
karting and caters for those of all 
abilities. 

It is also approved by the National 
Karting Association for leisure kart¬ 
ing and is an international outdoor 
kart track catering for sports, corpo¬ 
rate and hire-kart drivers. 

It has something for everyone and 
the family day will offer a variety of 
fun ways to burn off one too many 
mince pies enjoyed over the holidays. 

And Buckmore Park is the obvious 



FUN : The circuit will cater for 
people of all ages on the day. 


choice for any child who longs to go 
karting. 

For younger family members, there 
are 6mph electric karts for the little 
ones aged four to seven on the Kids 
Mini GP Circuit. 

The 20mph petrol karts on the Club 
Circuit are perfect for children aged 
eight to 11. 

The 40mph teen karts on the 600m 
National Circuit are for those aged 12 
to 15. 

The 390cc karts are available for 
all the dads, mums, granddads, big 
brothers and sisters who want to get 
involved. 

The sessions range in price from be¬ 
tween £15 to £30 depending on age 
and the circuit and karts they want to 
race. 


And even better than that, you 
don’t even need to book. 

The circuit will be open from be¬ 
tween 10am to 5pm on the day. 

Just turn up and drive. 

Buckmore Park will be doing al¬ 
most the same thing again on Tues¬ 
day December 30 too, 

The only difference is that this time 
it will be just for those aged from four 
to 15. 

If you would like to find out more 
information about Buckmore Park 
and what they have to offer you and 
your family, then why not visit the 
Buckmore kids’ website at www. 
buckmore4kids.co.uk. 

Alternatively, find out more details 
about what they do by contacting the 
sales team on 01634 201562. 


Comedians at the Stag 

FUNNYMAN Mark Watson will join 
three other top performers for the 
monthly Outside the Box comedy club at The 
Stag Theatre, Sevenoaks on January 8. 

The acclaimed novelist and comedian has 
appeared on Mock the Week and Never Mind 
the Buzzcocks. 

He will be joining Lloyd Griffith, Rob 
Deering and Maff Brown. 

To book call the box office on 01732 450175 


Fawlty dinner heads in 

THE latest Fawlty Towers tribute act 
takes to the stage at Tunbridge Wells’ 
Trinity Theatre on March 7. 

Fawlty Towers: Dinner is Served, claims to 
be a twist on the current trend, by putting the 
audience into teams in what it describes as a 
'high-energy cabaret show’ as it interacts 
with the likes of Basil, Sybil and Manuel - all 
while enjoying a three course meal served 
amid the mayhem. 


Music duo to perform 

AWARD winning actor Dean Elliot and 
a full cast of performers will tell the 
compelling story of the great music duo 
Simon and Garfunkel at the Leas Cliff Hall 
Theatre on January 24 at 7.30pm. 

Using original photos and him footage The 
Simon and Garfunkel Story will feature a full 
live band performing hits including Mrs 
Robinson and Cecilia. 

To book visit www.atgtickets.com 


Down the rabbit hole 

A UNIQUE adaptation of the classic 
children’s tale Alice in Wonderland will 
be performed at the Hazlitt Arts Centre, 
Maidstone, from December 21 to 24. 

The play follows Alice's adventures 
through a strange and wonderful world after 
following a white rabbit and tumbling down a 
rabbit hole. 

Tickets are £7 to £8. To book visit www. 
parkwoodtheatres.co.uk 






IT PAYS TO 
ADVERTISE 

Call 01233653465 

www.kentnews.co.uk 


^Vve Loca/ 

Handyman 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

ycall Clive: 07765 663322/ 



The Forestry Commission by arrangement with CODA presents: 

TOM ODELL 



SPECIAL OFFER - 5 Large Cyclamen for £4 


PRIMULA - DIANTHUS - IVY 


WINTER BASKETS 

from £6.50-£14.00 


ORNAMENTAL AND FRUIT TREES 

all available bare roof for fwo weeks 
from lsf December 2014 


ORDER YOUR NEW SEASON 
ROSES FOR A GREAT XMAS G 


BUSH - MINIATURE - CLIMBERS 

£4.00 bare roof £6.00 potted on. 

DAVID AUSTIN 

£10.00 bare root -£15.00 potted on. 

STANDARD AND HALF STANDARD RO 

£15.00 bare root £18.00 potted on. 


PANSIES AND VIOLAS 


Open every day - Opening times: Mon to Sat 9-5 Sun 10-4 
yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 
(Find us between Spitfire memorial @ Kent Int Airport and Margate Crematorium) 


www.rosemarynursery.co.uk 



\mmm\ WmM 

j! zmy 

No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 


01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 



EI1S 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 



DOMESTIC 

INSTALLER 





BOOK NOW 


©loomers Restaurant 

Cosy, intimate, candlelit, romantic 


AS SEEN 
ON 

BBC 

TV 


01474 322131 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA 11 0EF 

www. over cliffehotelkent .co.uk 



iBUCKMOREt- 


[vttiiiif y ■ 

Turn Dp fc n' Drive 
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TIRED of hawking his work 
around cautious West End 
producers, composer Ethan 
Maltby decided to look at the 
wealth of home-grown talent in 
Kent for his new show. 

Mr Maltby, who lectures at 
Canterbury Christ Church 
University, is producing a 
Christmas piece, showcasing the 
talents of performing arts students 
who have graduated from the 
department. Unusually for theatre 
on this scale, everyone, from those 
on stage to the technical staff are 
getting paid. 

Mr Maltby says: “We have some 
incredible talents here, but getting 
that first break can be very 
difficult - especially down in Kent, 
as most of the casting directors 
and agents are in London. 

“That was one of the motivating 
factors behind doing the play in 
the university’s studio theatre.” 

The piece, The Sparkle Thief, is a 
totally new production. 

Mr Maltby says: “It’s Christmas 
Eve and the North Pole is buzzing 
with activity, all preparations are 


complete and Santa is about to set 
off on his usual journey. 

“However, an unforeseen 
incident occurs when the Sparkle, 
the physical embodiment of 
Christmas Spirit, is stolen by a 
disgruntled elf. It is up to top elves 
Bic and Tula to journey into the 
unknown to recover it, but will 
they be able to save Christmas?” 

With a punishing schedule of 
four performances per day, were 
the graduates stretched? 

Mr Maltby says: “My last show 
[Drum Chasers] toured the UK, 


and had Stephen Fry narrating it, 
but working with young people is 
even better - there is so much 
enthusiasm and energy there. It 
was fantastic to work with such a 
wealth of talent.” 

The Sparkle Thief is on at the 
Anselm Studios, the in-house 
theatre at Canterbury Christ 
Church University. Show times 
are 11.30am, 1.30pm, 4.30pm 
and 6.30pm everyday up to 
December 23. Tickets cost £8, or 
£5 per child (under 2s go free). 
Visit www.thesparklethief.com. 


TALENT: The show’s performers 
are all recent graduates 



Festive show graduates 
into theatre's spotlight 

By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 



ATMOSPHERIC: The play is set 
in the North Pole 



Guitar duo tune up for gig 

GUITARISTS Frank Vignola 
and Vinny Ranioloare prepar¬ 
ing to wow Whitstable with 
their skills at The Horsebridge 
Centre on January 17 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £11.50. 

Call 01227 281174 to book. 



Dancing in the streets 


HUG-MANY is a New Year’s Eve party that will 
take place on December 31 on the Pantiles in 
Tunbridge Wells. 

The party which will raise money for two 
charities, will feature live music and heated 
marquees. Tickets are £6 adults, £2 children. 

Visit www.hug-many.co.uk. 


Northern drama night 


COMEDY Drama Pride (15) 
will screen at Sittingbourne’s 
Avenue Theatre on January 16 
at 7.45pm. Tickets cost £4 
Call the box office on 01795 471 
140 or visit the website www. 
avenuetheatre.co.uk to book. 



Retro cinema in Thanet 


THE Tom Thumb Theatre in Margate hosts 
Club Hydropathes. 

Described as ‘a weekly night of off-beat 
cinema, wayward sounds and frequent 
surprises, it takes place on Monday nights at 
7.30pm, tickets cost £2.50. Visit www. 
tomthumbthe atre .co.uk 



Real Ales, Real Food, 
Real Coffee, Real Fires, 
Real Music, Real People, 
Real Pub! 


NEW YEARS EVE FUN! 

NOT THE ROLLING STONES 
PLUS SUPPORT 9PM, ANCHOR ARTS CENTRE £12 


CRAYFORD 


HH over 18 's only. 

money/pinner 


GREAT NIGHT OUT! 

Raise £250! 


-50 FREE TICKETS 
-RAISE UP TO £250 
- PRIZES TO BE WON ON NIGHT! 

- EASY AND COST FREE 
AVAILABLE DATES AT CRAYFORD.COM 
OR CALL: 01322 318494 

Stadium Way, Crayford, Kent DAl 4HR 


The best Sunday Lunch and Steak Night in East Kent? 
You decide 

mail Abbottmichelle8@aol.com www.theanchoratwingham.com 

WINNERS of Britain’s Best Entertainment Pub 2014 
Publicans Morning Advertiser. 


CANDY shepherd^ 


DESIGNER LTD 

SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY: 

• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 


Bathrooms 


m Trader 


Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk 


Open from 10:30am 

Delicious Homemade Food 
Served Daily 

Lunch 12-3pm Dinner 6:00 - 9pm 
Sunday Lunch 12-4pm 
2 courses £9.95 (Children £6.75) 

Steak Night 

Every Thursday 6-9pm 
Rump, Sirloin or Gammon 
with all the trimmings £10 

Fish ‘n’ Chips - Friday 

(Lunch & Evening £6 
Eat in or takeaway 


Children U10’s eat free on 
Monday & Tuesday Evenings 6 til 9pm 
(terms & conditions apply) 

Function Room available for parties of up to 
90 people 

Large Family Friendly Garden 
Bat & Trap, Petanque, Bar Billiards, Darts. 
Ukulele club every Tuesday night @ 7.30pm. 


ARCHANT 


KITCHEN 


2 course Senior Citizen Lunch 

Mondays & Tuesdays 12 til 3pm 
£7.95 


Morning Coffee Served from 10.30am 
Bar Snacks, Family Friendly 


JOHN DOGERALL & THE BAD POETS 

Sunday 28th December 4pm 


High St, Wingham, CT3 1BJ 
Tel: 01227 720392 


BRAD PITTANCE & THE PIRATES 

Friday 19th December 8pm 

DIANE DUNN 

Saturday 20th December 8pm 

BLACK PIG BAND 

Sunday 21st December 5pm 
Supported by 

THE UNDISCOVERED! 4pm 
THE CHIMNEY BOYS 

Boxing Day 4pm 
GENTLEMEN OF FEW 

Saturday 27th December 8pm 
Anchor Arts Centre £8 
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Lapping up the Christmas spirit 



ROMANTIC: There are many activities on offer for couples 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Lapland 

By Chris Wiltshire 


FOR THREE, bone-chillingly cold 
evenings, Lapland’s lady of the night 
had stood me up and I was beginning 
to despair. 

Aurora Borealis, the Roman god¬ 
dess of dawn, had lured me deep into 
the heart of icy Finland with the 
promise of a show, the like of which I 
had never seen before. 

But each time I ventured out from 
my cosy log cabin, wrapped up like a 
polar explorer against the -22C cold, 
all I could see was a deep black sky, lit 
up with countless sparkling dia¬ 
monds and the occasional arching 
shooting star. 

With my neck aching from gazing 
upwards and my face numb against 
the Arctic breeze, I was ready to call it 
a night. But then, with the time nudg¬ 
ing midnight, she came. 

Off to my left, under the ever¬ 
present North Star, a swirl of green 
emerged from the blackest part of the 
sky like some mystical voluminous 
curtain. 

My jaw dropped and I looked 
around for someone to share the ex¬ 
perience with, but there was no one 
around. 

It seemed the northern lights were 
putting on a display just for me. 

A few flickers of green danced 
across the sky, reflected in the snow- 
covered pine trees, and then disap¬ 
peared just as soon as they had come. 
The show was over. 

My brief encounter was one of sev¬ 
eral magical moments in a four-day 
trip to Levi, a picture-postcard winter 
wonderland just over 100 miles in¬ 
side the Arctic Circle in northern Fin¬ 
land. 

In truth, the display was nothing 
like the spectacular showing that had 
been the talk of the town the night 
before we arrived, but I felt blessed to 


have seen it. 

I had come with my wife to fulfil 
one of her dreams and meet the real 
Santa Claus, Father Christmas. And, 
cruel as it sounds, we had left the kids 
behind. 

Now, my family loves Christmas, 
but when it came to a choice of a 
beach holiday or a trip to Lapland, 
our son and daughter opted for sun¬ 
nier climes. 

At 21 and 25, they felt they were 


too old to be chasing fairy tales. 

But my wife, Carole, really loves 
Christmas. 

Barely has the festive season passed 
when she is plotting the next one. 

While Santa-fever hangs in the air, 
many head to Levi for skiing and 
snowboarding, with a well-lit down¬ 
hill ski run dominating the skyline. 

Levi Fell is the largest ski resort in 
the country. 

It has 43 slopes, and prides itself on 


catering for skiers of all ages and abil¬ 
ities. 

But we resisted the urge to hire 
some skis and instead joined Twinkle 
- aka Suvi, a sweet-natured twenty¬ 
something from southern Finland - 
on a ride deep into the forest for a 
meeting with Aliya and her herd of 
magnificent reindeer. 

The Christmas fairy must have 
seen us coming because the tempera¬ 
ture suddenly climbed to an almost 


TRAVEL FACTS: 

Sovereign Luxury Travel 
(0843 770 4526, www. 
sovereign.com) offers a 
three-night Lapland experi¬ 
ence from £1,374 per adult and 
£1,174 per child. Includes 
return flights from London 
Gatwick, three nights B&B, a 
private elf guide, excursions 
including husky sledging, 
snowmobile and a reindeer 
sleigh ride, a private meeting 
with Santa, a Lappish festive 
dinner and thermal clothing. 


balmy -5C and it started snowing for 
the first time, great big fluffy blobs of 
the stuff. 

We clambered on to the back of a 
sleigh, snuggled up under an inviting 
blanket, and then watched in wonder 
as our reindeer led us through an en¬ 
chanting wood that looked like a set 
from The Chronicles Of Narnia. 

All we could hear was the gentle 
swish of the sleigh on the crisp snow 
and the jangle of reindeer bells as we 
wound our way through the snow¬ 
laden trees. 

I’m possibly the least romantic per¬ 
son in the world, but even I had to ad¬ 
mit it was special. 

In fact, the ride was over so quickly 
that I cheekily asked Aliya, resplend¬ 
ent in her traditional Sami costume, 
for another whizz through the woods. 
After that, it was back to the owner’s 
house for a cup or two of warm berry 
juice and a fascinating talk about the 
reindeer and the ways of the Sami 
people, who have survived in the bar¬ 
ren landscapes of the Arctic Circle for 
as long as 4,000 years. 

It was a fitting end to a fairy-tale 
trip - and even the magical Aurora 
Borealis showed up before the night 
was over. 


A festive shopping stay-cation in London 



FESTIVE: Oxford Street embodies the festive spirit better than anywhere else 


WITH Christmas just around the 
corner, it’s better to think about a 
stay-cation in London’s Oxford 
Street, than to trek elsewhere. 

Not only does Oxford Street 
contain more shops along its span 
than Paris’ Champs Elysee, or LA’s 
Rodeo Drive, it is also home to some 
of the world’s most iconic festive 
features. It is Europe’s longest 
shopping street, with over three 
miles of retail destinations, and more 
than four million square feet of 
shopping space, all serviced by four 
separate tube stations. 

When I visited, tourists were 
making a bee-line to Selfridges 
Christmas window display; a 
veritable feast of glitter and baubles. 

While there, you can indulge 
yourself with a decadent afternoon 
tea in one of Park Lane’s famous 
hotels. Lanes of London is the perfect 
hotel to wile away a couple of hours, 
with a platter of sandwiches, cakes, 
scones with jam and clotted cream 


and a pot of specially blended tea 
from just £29.50. The former stately 
apartment building, which overlooks 
Hyde Park and Marble Arch is now a 
five-star leading luxury hotel. 

There are a range of luxurious 
hotels across London, but for evening 
shopping on Oxford Street, the best 
must surely be the Thistle Marble 
Arch. The Art Deco hotel takes its 
name from the London landmark. 

Despite austerity reigning over 
many town and city centres this 
year, Oxford Street still has its 
famous lights. - this year is the 55th 
that they’ve lit up the street. 

Jace Tyrrell is the deputy CEO at 
New West End Company, which 
works to promote 600 shops in the 
area. He said: “Oxford Street lives up 
to its reputation as the world’s most 
famous high street every Christmas. 
With three miles of iconic flagship 
stores and favourite international 
brands lit up by the spectacular 
Oxford Street Christmas Lights, there 


is nowhere else like it. But the fun 
doesn’t stop with just shopping- the 
street, and the streets directly off 


Oxford Street, are packed with a 
variety of renowned restaurants, 
hotels and entertainment choices to 


suit any taste and price. This is 
Christmas shopping to remember - 
and a true Great British tradition! ” 
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By Jeananne Craig 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
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TURKEY DINNER: Get ready for the big day by preparing your meal in advance (and don’t leave the giblets in a bag inside) 


D 




d 






a tor a stress-tree mea 


WHAT’S your earliest Christmas 
memory? Peeling the wrapping paper 
off your very first bike? Sledding 
down some powdery snow on a tea 
tray? Or lovingly laying out mince 
pies and port for Santa? 

Mine is of my poor mother’s face as 
she carved her golden, cooked-to-per- 
fection turkey to discover a plastic 
bag of its internal organs still stuffed 
inside. 

Luckily, our Christmas wasn’t ru¬ 
ined (we got to watch Mary Poppins 
with a lap dinner of cold veg and 
spuds), but we didn’t have turkey 
again for years. 

There’s something about roasting 
‘the bird’ on December 25 that makes 
us more stressed than a Bake Off con¬ 
testant whose Baked Alaska has 
melted - particularly if, like many of 
us, you’ve been too busy buying pres- 
sies, catching up with friends and re¬ 
covering from your office party to 
plan ahead with your cooking. 

But preparing your last-minute 
Christmas dinner needn’t feel like an 
audition for Ramsay’s Kitchen Night¬ 
mares. You can still produce a per¬ 
fectly delicious turkey, minus the 
frazzle. 

What’s more, with the odd shortcut 
when it comes to the trimmings, you 
can still find time to unwrap presents 
and quaff Buck’s Fizz with the rest of 
the family. 

First things first, chose the right 
turkey. If you’re feeding a large party 
and have the time (and oven space) 
for a big one, all well and good. 

It will also supply you with plenty 


of leftovers for turkey sandwiches. 

If, on the other hand, you prefer to 
do things last minute and your oven 
is closer in size to an A4 envelope 
than an Aga, a turkey crown (where 
the wings and legs have been re¬ 
moved) is probably your best bet. It’s 
also easier to carve - perfect when 
you have a host of hungry mouths 
you have to feed. 


Some even come in a roasting bag, 
meaning you can just pop it in the 
oven, seal in the flavour and save 
yourself some washing up. 

As for the trimmings, time-saving 
options needn’t involve sawdust-style 
dry stuffing and that jar of instant 
gravy that’s been gathering dust 
since last December. 

These days, supermarkets offer 


plenty of pre-prepared, deluxe op¬ 
tions if you want to wow and are hap¬ 
py to spend a bit more: fresh stuffing 
and gravy, posh cranberry sauces, 
vegetable selections, and potatoes al¬ 
ready seasoned, basted, and ready for 
roasting. 

So bung it all in the oven, put your 
feet up (keeping an eye on the time), 
and make sure you have some helpers 


around when it comes to plating up. 
Just don’t forget to have a rummage 
in your turkey beforehand, and serve 
up with some cranberry sauce. 

Our pick of the best are Aldi’s Spe¬ 
cially Selected Cranberry Sauce With 
Port,TRUEfoods Cranberry Sauce 
from Ocado.com and Sainsbury’s 
Taste The Difference Wild Cranberry 
Sauce. 
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OPEN SUNDAYS 

10am - 4pm 

/. Open Bank Holiday y 


HUGE 

SAVINGS! 

Why not give 
your home a 
full makeover! 

Chouse 
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N THE REST 
OR A GOOD CAUSE 

tenants & homebuyers, 
our homo for under £500 with 
uallty furniture & electrical help fight 
disease & sawe lives tool 
urn it ure - Dining Tables * Coffee Tables 
m Furniture ■ TV's * DVD Players ■ HiFis 
Machines * Fridges * Dishwashers 


U 

OF-lthUh Ktwt 
foundation 


We need your donations of 
furniture and electrical items 

British Heart Foundation Furniture & Electrical Store 

70-72 West Street, Srttlngbourne ME 10 lAFt 


ir you have iferns ro don ale. call us or D 1795 334240 Car park at mar 
& 30 am Iq Spat Monday to Saturday. 10 am to 4 pm Sunday Open Bank Hobday 



HOLLYWOOD AND BOLLYWOOD NIGHT 


LIVE DJ 

£25.95/Person 


New Year's Eve Dinner & Dance 



NEW YEAR'S EVE RESERVATIONS 
THE SWAN HOTEL & TEQUILA JACKS 
59 HIGH STREET, HYTHE KENT CT21 5AD 
tr 01303266236 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Will consultation be 
hidden amid Xmas? 



Golly fuss is not 
what it seems 


REGARDING the issue on the 
gollies being offensive or racist 
(KoS, last week), I think they are 
lovely. 

I have two males and one female. 

There should be more dolls that 
are black as we are all human 
beings. We are all the same just 
different colours. 

As I’m in my seventies, I have 
been through all this racism. Why 
can’t we all get on as life is too 
short? 

D&B Martin, 

via email 

MP Adam, your 
PM is to blame 


IF ADAM Holloway can’t under¬ 
stand why Ukip candidates would 
stand against MPs like him (KoS, 
last week) who ‘agree on a lot of 
stuff’, he should look to the last 
four and a half years with ‘Dilet¬ 
tante Dave’ Cameron and his ‘Eton 
Mess’. 

The ‘heir to Blair’, has run true 
to form, running a ‘sofa’ govern¬ 
ment packed with his old cronies, 
struggling to make it to the 
Commons tea room to consult with 
his MPs and certainly never 
consulting us. 

Dilettante Dave squashed a 
Commons debate on an EU 
Referendum, has increased the 
debt to £1.5 trillion, carried on 
flooding the country with more 
people, continued to waste 
hundreds of billions, hasn’t had a 
‘bonfire of the quangos’, hasn’t got 
rid of ‘cronyism’, or delivered on 
any other of his promises, yet Mr 
Holloway would have us believe all 
the ‘good’ Tories are making a 
difference! 

So those MPs who ‘agree on a lot 
of stuff ‘ have had zero effect. 


TYPICALLY the Kent County 
Council boundary review 
consultation (KoS, last week) has 
been launched when most people 
are too busy with Christmas to 
respond and it is likely to be 
forgotten about by the New Year. 

The paltry culling of just three 
county councillors is already 
virtually guaranteed, but is a 
blatant case of tinkering around 
the edges, when a fundamental 
change to local government is 
what is really needed. 

There are nearly 700 paid 
councillors in Kent many of 
whom, under the present cabinet 
arrangements, do very little and 
perhaps turn up to a handful of 
council meetings in a year. 

The obvious answer is to move 
to a unitary system and to 


As a soldier, Mr Holloway fought 
to bring democracy to countries 
like Iraq. So he must know, 
‘democracy’ means voting for what 
you really want, not a poor 
substitute to stop his rivals gaining 
power, as he would wish. 


Phil Granger, 

West Mailing 


drastically reduce the number of 
councillors and their cost as well 
as the bureaucracy in each 
council. 

Increased efficiency and the 
cutting out of layers of duplication 
between the county and district 
councils would go some way 
towards making the huge savings 
being demanded by central 
government and would help to 
maintain essential front line 
services. 

Residents would also benefit by 
having just one council to contact 
for any council matter. 

By the way, what has happened 
to the attendance details for 
councillors on the KCC website? 

Is this a deliberate cover-up? 

Terry Cloadame 
Pembury 


Let’s find the light of dreams; 

Of all the lights of Christmas, 

One beacon keeps us warm, 

The star of Christ our saviour 
Protects us from the storm. 

Robert Duncan Martin, 
Canterbury 

Remember our 


Festive verse for brave troops 
special season 


Please find my poem, Light After 
Christmas, composed recently in 
the Sun Public House, Faversham. 
Light After Christmas 

Of all the lights of Christmas, 
One beacon will remain, 

And you will feel the comfort 
When life is wind and rain; 
When all the decorations 
Are down and packed away, 

A single glow is keeping 
Our hearts in Christmas day. 

When all the fires and candles 
Are out, and Summer seems 
As distant as in Winter, 


FOR many forces families, this 
Christmas will be extra special. 

Last month saw the end of 
British combat operations in 
Afghanistan. 

Some 140,000 UK troops have 
served there, and the final few are 
currently on their way home to be 
reunited with friends and family 
for the festive season. 

It’s a time for celebration, but 
also a time to remember those who 
lost their lives, and those who will 
continue to need support, in many 
forms, for many years, as a result of 
their service in that conflict. 

At SSAFA we’re already 
responding to those needs, 
through a vast range of services 


designed to support the injured 
and their families, those who are 
suffering with loneliness or 
isolation, and those who have been 
bereaved. 

But we know from past experi¬ 
ence that this is only the tip of the 
iceberg. Issues relating to active 
service can often lie dormant for 
many years, sometimes because of 
people’s resilience, pride, or simply 
not knowing where to turn for 
help. 

Over 7,000 of those we are 
helping today last saw active 
service during conflicts in 
Northern Ireland, the Falklands, 
Bosnia and Iraq. 

Many last served over a decade 
ago, yet they still need and deserve 
our help. So while we welcome 
home the final few troops, I would 
urge everyone to remember the 
work that still remains to be done 
supporting serving personnel, 
veterans and their families here in 
the UK. 

You can show your support this 
Christmas by posting a personal 
salute to them at www.ssafa.org. 
uk/mysalute, or text ‘HER029 £3’ 
to 70070 to help continue SSAFA’s 
vital work with the entire military 
community. 

Air Vice-Marshal David 
Murray CVO OBE, 

Chief executive of SSAFA 
(formerly The Soldiers, Sailors, 
Airmen and Families Assocaition) 

Get tough on tax 
avoidance 


WHILST the media continues to 
provide evidence of tax avoidance 
measures taken by multi nationals, 
our Government and Ukip appear 
to have no plans to halt these 
schemes. 

This deprives the exchequer 
billions of pounds of revenue which 
if collected could benefit the NHS 
and deprived citizens in our 
society. 

Your readers may be aware of 
the ‘Luxleaks’ files which evi¬ 
denced the Luxembourg’s tax 
avoidance schemes, with PWC 
sending 548 letters to Luxem¬ 
bourg’s top official (see Irish Times 
09/12/14). 

This resulted in [drugs firm] 
Shire paying a pittance of £2m in 
tax over four years. 

Both Shire and PWC executives 
were given a two hour grilling by a 
Parliamentary committee whose 
chair, Margaret Hodge, called the 
scheme a possible fraud. 

It’s time hard working PAYE and 
self assessment tax payers chal¬ 
lenged the fairness of the revenue 
in such matters. 

We in the Co-operative Party 
have assurances from the Labour 
Party that they will take firm 
action and redress the current 
position to ensure a level playing 
field in regard to taxation which 
will also assist small and medium 
size business. 

Leslie Hallybone, 

Chair Co-operative Party, Swale/ 
Canterbury 
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Tftmd^C fate 

Newly opened Indian Restaurant 


COME AND TASTE 
OUR CHEF S SPECIALS, 

WITH A GREAT MANAGEMENT 
TEAM YOU CANNOT GO WRONG. 

We also do a Sunday Buffet 
from 12:0(M7:30 


The Royal Standard, Ashford Road 
Bethersden, Kent TN26 3LF 

01322 820800 

01332 820280 www.mumbaigate.co.uk 



Eat as much as you like for £9.95 
and under 10s for £6.95 

Celebrate New Year's with us, 
with our Dinner & Dance and 
Bollywood Theme 

If you want to drink, dance 

OR JUST HAVE A SIMPLE MEAL, 

it's all at Mumbai Gate 

This New Year's we will have a choice 
OF 4 SET MENUS, PRICED AT £29.95 
WHICH WILL INCLUDE STARTERS, ALAINS, 
SIDES AND COFFEE. 

Live DJ until late. (New Year's) 

We cater for Parties, Weddings, 
Outdoor Catering and more 

IMPORTANTLY TAILOR EVERYTHING 
TO YOUR NEEDS. 
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WHERE WILL YOU GO WITH 

£500 FREE FUEL? 

AVAILABLE WITH NEW VAUXHALLS~ 



Go Sevenoaks 

Mill Road 
Kent 

01732423954 

www.govauxhall.co.uk 


Go Vauxhall Chislehurst 


Perry Street 
Chislehurst 
0208 2787325 

www.govauxhall.co.uk 


Station Road 
Edenbridge 
01732 423928 



VAUXHALL 


A Participating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel offer not available on Corsa Excite and Limited Edition; Astra 5dr/ Sports Tourer Design, Tech Line and Tech Line GT; Mokka Tech Line; Zafira (classic) models or Ampera. £500 Free Fuel will be supplied via pre-pay debit card. 
Purchase only, cannot be used to withdraw cash. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/freefuel or contact your local Retailer for details. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1- 24 (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer 
available on eligible new vehicle orders from 27 December 2014 to 12 January 2015. 



THE NEW PEUGEOT 108 

WITH JUST ADD FUEL* 


108 ACTIVE 

► 7" colour touchscreen 

► Bluetooth® 


► DAB digital radio 

► Manual air conditioning 


YEARS 

INSURANCE* 

WARRANTY 
SERVICING 
CAR TAX + 

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 



NEW PEUGEOT 108 ACTIVE 

Just Add Fuel® covers all key driving expenses for three years, including insurance, with one fixed 
monthly payment. And is now available on the New Peugeot 108, which offers you a 7" colour 
touchscreen, Bluetooth®, DAB digital radio and manual air conditioning. Want to know more? Just 
get in touch. 


MOTION & EMOTION 


We're Swppo^ 

\ BIDS 

y Children in Need 



MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Broad Oak Road, CANTERBURY, CT2 7PX01227 388550 www.motorline.co.uk/peugeot 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 108 range are: Urban 52.3 - 62.8 (5.4 - 4.5), Extra Urban 74.3 - 83.1 (3.8 - 3.4), Combined 65.7 - 74.3 (4.3 - 4.1) and CO 2 99 - 88 (g/km). 

MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. #Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only orvisitwww.peugeot.co.uk. + The first year Road 
Fund Licence (RFL) is included in the on the road price. The Dealer will provide customers with a cheque equivalent to twice the current RFLcost. The customer must apply for years 2 and 3 RFL. Just Add Fuel (JAF) is subject to status. ‘Minimum age 21, 25 or 30 on selected 
models, maximum age 75. Policyholder must have a minimum of 2 years N CD to use on the vehicle. All drivers must meet eligibility criteria including minimum 2 years' full UK licence, driving convictions/claims limits. Excesses appLy. 3 years motor insurance is provided and 
underwritten by UK Insurance Limited, which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A guarantee may be required. Written quotations available from Peugeot Financial 
Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. JAF is incorporated into a Personal Lease contract. 108 Active 3dr 1.0 68 in Diamond White, customer initial rental £1500, 35 monthly rentals payable, optional final rental £5096. If you choose to pay the optional final 
rental, you can pay an annual rental equivalent to one of your monthly rentals but will not own the car, Ownership is possible with JAF Passport, ask us for details. Rentals quoted for a typical customer and will vary according to age, postcode, initial rental and annual mileage. 
Excess mileage charges may apply. Routine servicing included only. Excludes wear parts. This offer is not available in Northern Ireland. Offer available on cars ordered by 31/12/14. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Information correct at time of going to press. 
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» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Poweredby ^QTORS 




L OOKING back over 2014, we saw 
some great cars arrive and, as ever, 
some then questioned the verdict on 
the European Car of the Year (COTY). 
Leaving aside the fact that the 
winner was actually launched in 2013 though 
- a common occurrence as the relevant 12 
months for COTY are those before the winner’s 
announcement at the Geneva Show in March -1 
still believe the Peugeot 308 (from £14,895) was 
a worthy winner. 

All the more so because it was a quantum leap 
ahead of its predecessor - a feat usually pulled off 
by the ambitious Koreans rather than a 
European marque. 

OK, despite Peugeot’s intention to challenge 
the VW Golf, it doesn’t threaten the German star 
for out and out handling and build quality and 
there are some niggles, but the 308 is a winner 
for style and interior ambience, helped by the 
availability of Peugeot’s now familiar Cielo full 
length panoramic roof. 

And cabin finish and materials are well up to 
the high standards Peugeot has set more 
recently. 

The later arrival of the smart and elegant S W 
estate version has also added to the 308 appeal, 
while being fantastically practical - as I proved 


with a jaunt to France during the summer when 
I barely challenged the impressive load capacity 
of 610 litres (seats up) 1,660 (seats down). 

The five-door car’s capacity is no less 
impressive (470/1,309 litres) and makes it one of 
the one of the biggest in the family hatch class, 
despite the 308’s relatively compact looks. 


There is also a good choice of both diesel and 
petrol engines available. 

And the front runners for 2015 COTY? 
Nominations I would support include the Citroen 
C4 Cactus - a truly original car in that brand’s 
great tradition - Mercedes-Benz C-Class, Renault 
Twingo and Ford Mondeo. 




































11 Reg Ford Fiesta 1.6 

TDCi Titanium 3dr 28,584 miles 


63 Reg Ford Focus 

1.0 Zetec 5dr 11,329 miles 


11 Reg Mercedes-Benz C Class 2.1 CDI 

25,679 miles 


£ 9,024 £ 11,934 £ 18,064 



60 Reg Hyundai Santa Fe 07 Reg Kia Sportage 

2.2 CRDI Premium 20,863 miles 2.0 CRDI XS 5dr 69,005 miles 

£ 15,990 £ 7,401 


Old banger or even a bike, push it, drag it or tow 
it to Barnes Auto Store and we’ll give you £1500 
minimum part exchange allowance for it when you 
buy any Auto Store used car. Or, if you bring in any 
unwanted Christmas gift, we’ll give you £500 cash 
back! It’s so easy and there’s so much value, anyone 
would think it’s Christmas. 

£1500 minimum part exchange allowance or £500 
cash back, what a gift from Barnes Auto Store. 


Barnes Auto Store 


Cb 


Part of 

FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 


Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 755531 

www.barnesautostore.coj 



Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Terms and conditions apply, see dealer for details. Offer ends 11th January 2015. 
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BMW 


NISSAN 


VAUXHALL 


62 

61 

11 


BMW ISERIES 1.61161 SPORT 8,649 miles 
BMW 1 SERIES 2.0 TD118D M SPORT 30,124 miles 
BMW 1 SERIES 2.0 TD118D M SPORT 17,770 miles 


CHEVROLET 


£15,812 

£16,183 

£16,573 


61 CHEVROLET AVE01.4 LT5DR 20,874 miles 


£7,304 


FORD 


59 

FORD FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC3DR 47,279 miles 

£6,631 

62 

FORD FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC3DR 21,132 miles 

£8,744 

62 

FORD FIESTA 1.6 CHEQUERED FLAG 15,471 miles 

£9,542 

62 

FORD FIESTA 1.0 (S/S) TITANIUM 16,006 miles 

£10,874 

13 

FORD FIESTA 1.0 EC0B00ST (S/S) 12,378 miles 

£11,423 

61 

FORD FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC5DR 11,009 miles 

£10,201 

59 

FORD FOCUS 2.5 ST25DR 55,466 miles 

£11,121 

61 

FORD FOCUS 2.0 TDCIZETEC5DR 9,973 miles 

£11,452 

61 

FORD FUSION 1.6 TITANIUM 5DR 21,865 miles 

£8,592 

11 

FORD KA 1.2 TITANIUM 3DR 32,206 miles 

£7,111 

13 

FORD KUGA 2.0 TDCI TITANIUM X 5DR 8,963 miles 

£22,364 

HONDA 

61 

HONDA CIVIC 1.8 SI 5DR 45,477 miles 

£10,081 

63 

HONDA CR-V 2.2 l-DTEC (DAB AUDIO) 13,937 miles 

£20,702 

63 

HONDA CR-V 2.2 l-DTEC SR 5DR 15,678 miles 

£21,882 

63 

HONDA CR-V 2.2 l-DTEC SR 5DR 12,331 miles 

£22,202 

INFINITI 

13 

INFINITI FX 3.0 TDGT5DR 14,400 miles 

£27,742 

Y3MDL 

INFINITI FX 3.0 TDS PREMIUM 5DR 22,653 miles 

£29,202 

JEEP 

14 

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 3.0 CRD 7,827 miles 

£33,653 

14 _ 

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 3.0 CRD 3,734 miles 

£40,783 

KIA 

12 

KIA CEE’D 1.6 CRDI2 EC0DYNAMIC 27,400 miles 

£11,794 

O _ 

KIA SOUL 1.6 CRDI2 5DR 20,655 miles 

£8,642 

LAND ROVER 

o _ 

LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER SPORT 3DR 24,702 miles 

£37,174 

MG 

61 

MG MG61.8 GTS5DR 28,500 miles 

£6,983 

61 

MG MG61.8 GTS5DR 27,070 miles 

£7,013 

MINI I 

08 

MINI CLUBMAN 1.6 TD COOPER D 5DR 54,354 miles 

£8,664 

59 

MINI CONVERTIBLE 1.6 COOPER 2DR 38,782 miles 

£9,901 

NISSAN 



61 Reg 

Nissan Juke 1.6 
Acenta 5dr 

36,507 miles 

£10,183 


61 

NISSAN JUKE 1.6 ACENTA 5DR 18,865 miles 

£10,533 

61 

NISSAN JUKE 1.6 ACENTA PREMIUM 8,108 miles 

£11,633 

12 

NISSAN JUKE 1.5 DCI TEKNA 5DR 32,554 miles 

£12,303 

62 

NISSAN JUKE 1.5 DCI TEKNA 5DR 35,563 miles 

£12,503 

62 

NISSAN JUKE 1.5 DCI TEKNA 5DR 33,440 miles 

£12,583 

61 

NISSAN NOTE 1.6 N-TEC 5DR 30,418 miles 

£7,942 

61 

NISSAN NOTE 1.4 N-TEC 5DR 25,299 miles 

£8,072 

11 

NISSAN NOTE 1.6 N-TEC 5DR 15,464 miles 

£8,252 

61 

NISSAN NOTE 1.5 DCI TEKNA 5DR 16,398 miles 

£8,912 

61 

NISSAN QASHQAI 1.6 ACENTA 5DR 14,873 miles 

£11,183 

61 

NISSAN QASHQAI+21.6 ACENTA 5DR 18,364 miles 

£12,623 



58 Reg Nissan 
Qashqai 2.0 
Acenta 5dr 

43,775 miles 

£9,554 


61 NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 DCIN-TEC5DR 36,172 miles £12,793 

62 NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 DCI ACENTA 5DR 15,356 miles £12,823 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 DCI N-TEC5DR 33,180 miles £13,033 

11 NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 DCI N-TEC5DR 20,460 miles £13,037 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 DCI N-TEC5DR 25,303 miles £13,353 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 DCI TEKNA5DR 35,919 miles £13,742 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI+21.5 DCI N-TEC+ 23,341 miles £14,296 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI+21.5 DCI N-TEC+ 5,290 miles £15,073 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI+2 2.0 DCI N-TEC 33,102 miles £16,801 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI 2.0 DCI N-TEC 5DR 8,320 miles £16,841 

11 NISSAN X-TRAIL 2.0 DCI TEKNA 5DR 29,582 miles £17,711 

13 NISSAN X-TRAIL 2.0 DCI N-TEC+ 5DR 17,786 miles _ £20141 


PEUGEOT 


61 PEUGEOT 2071.6 HDI ACCESS 5DR 50,645 miles 
61 PEUGEOT BIPPER 1.3 HDI TEPEE S 12,107 miles 
12 PEUGEOT PARTNER 1.6 HDI TEPEE 14,315 miles 


RENAULT 


£6,931 

£7,733 

£10,662 


61 RENAULT CLIO 1.6 GT LINE TOMTOM 13,057 miles £7,692 

61 RENAULT GRAND SCENIC 1.6 EXPRESSION 6,712 miles £9,362 

11 RENAULT GRAND SCENIC 1.5 DCI DYNAMIQUE 17,167 miles _ £10332 


SKODA 


61 SKODA FABIA 1.2 S5DRDSG 10,360 miles _£8,842 


SUBARU 


64 SUBARU BRZ 2.0 SE2DR 77 miles £21,501 

64 SUBARU XV 2.0DSE PREMIUM 5DR 1,300 miles £25,451 

64 SUBARU OUTBACK 2.0 D SX 5DR 1,001 miles _ £27,943 


VAUXHALL 



61 VAUXHALL AGILA 1.2 SE5DR 16,240 miles 
61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.61 VVT SE 5DR 22,242 miles 
61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.41 VVT SRI 5DR 15,416 miles 
61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.41 VVT EXCLUSIV 15,088 miles 
61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 2.0 CDTI SRI 5DR 19,219 miles 

61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 2.0 CDTI SRI 5DR 9,993 miles 

M7CPM VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.61 VVT SE 5DR 5,685 miles 

13 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.61 VVT ENERGY 4,225 miles 

63 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.61 VVT SE 5DR 12,583 miles 

14 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.61 VVT SE 5DR 12,234 miles 

63 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 1.7 CDTI ECO 15,178 miles 

13 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 1.61 SRI 3DR 11,808 miles 

12 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.01 S5DR 32,162 miles 

12 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.21 ACTIVE 3DR 14,557 miles 
11 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.213DR 36,865 miles 

13 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.21 ENERGY 3DR 8,596 miles 

11 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 SE5DR 14,017 miles 

12 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 ACTIVE 5DR 8,293 miles 

14 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 SXI5DR 8,525 miles 


63 Reg Vauxhall 
Astra 1.61 VVT 
SE 5dr 

13,671 miles 

£11,084 

£7,452 

£8,989 

£9,082 

£9,121 

£9,832 

£10,092 

£10,661 

£10,950 

£11,094 

£11,904 

£12,344 

£12,981 

£7,042 

£7,794 

£8,132 

£8,144 

£8,333 

£8,614 

£9,302 



13 Reg Vauxhall 
Astra GTC 1.41 
Sport 

8,700 miles 

£11,494 


14 

VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 SXI5DR 8,144 miles 

£9,312 

14 

VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 SE5DR 12,996 miles 

£9,372 

14 

VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 SE5DR 12,000 miles 

£9,412 

14 

VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 SE 5DR 9,829 miles 

£9,522 

13 

VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.213DR 19,813 miles 

£9,533 

14 

VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 SE5DR 8,839 miles 

£9,562 

14 

VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 SRI 3DR 11,692 miles 

£9,623 

63 

VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 SRI 3DR 12,290 miles 

£9,623 

63 

VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 SRI 3DR 9,494 miles 

£9,743 

14 

VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 SRI 3DR 8,814 miles 

£9,753 

14 

VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 12,079 miles 

£10,642 

14 

VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 10,208 miles 

£10,722 

14 

VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 9,703 miles 

£10,752 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 9,452 miles 

£10,762 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 9,019 miles 

£10,782 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 8,648 miles 

£10,802 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 7,680 miles 

£10,842 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 6,019 miles 

£10,912 

11 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SRI 22,965 miles 

£10,474 

12 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SRI 23,400 miles 

£10,941 

13 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SE 5DR 21,060 miles 

£12,383 

62 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SE 5DR 9,454 miles 

£12,652 

62 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SRI 12,377 miles 

£13,944 

13 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI ELITE 18,297 miles 

£15,413 

14 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI TECH LINE 6,664 miles 

£18,971 

61 

VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.41 EXCLUSIV 5,250 miles 

£8,711 

61 

VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.7 CDTI SE 5DR 12,570 miles 

£9,122 

62 

VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.3 CDTI (A/C) 20,451 miles 

£11,184 

11 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.8 SRI 5DR 47,853 miles 

£8,233 

61 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.7 CDTI EXCLUSIV 24,655 miles 

£9,282 

13 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 EXCLUSIV 5DR 14,636 miles 

£9,572 

11 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.7 CDTI EXCLUSIV 5,473 miles 

£9,732 

11 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.7CDTI DESIGN 15,647 miles 

£9,832 

61 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.7 TD ELITE 5DR 20,928 miles 

£10,203 

61 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.7CDTI ELITE 29,322 miles 

£10,304 

62 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.61 VVT DESIGN 18,434 miles 

£10,404 

13 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.61 VVT DESIGN 9,121 miles 

£11,354 

14 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 CDTI SRI 5DR 3,492 miles 

£16,622 

14 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 CDTI SRI 5DR 5,504 miles 

£17,103 



13 Reg Vauxhall 
Insignia 2.0 
CDTI Tech Line 

13,000 miles 

£14,174 


VOLKSWAGEN 


VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.2 MATCH 3DR 30,723 miles 

£8,444 

VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.4 MATCH 5DR 13,419 miles 

£9,932 

VOLVO 

VOLVO S40 2.0 SE LUX 4DR 45,237 miles 

£10,082 

VOLVO S40 2.0 SE4DR 10,356 miles 

— £10,901 


Cars shown for illustration purposes only. 
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Toyota's Yaris facelift is a revelation 

A little over three years after launch, the current Toyota supermini is all 

the better for a 2014 makeover and still packs a value-for-money punch Toyota Yaris 1.33 Icon 5-dr 

Price: £13,995 



T OYOTA set the bar high 
with the original 
1999-vintage Yaris 
supermini. 

It needed to, after some 
underwhelming efforts, like the 
optimistically-named Starlet. 

The world’s Nol carmaker then 
had a relapse with the so-so Mark 2 
Yaris, only to recover with the Mark 
3 in 2011, also given a sharp facelift 
earlier this year to bring more 
on-road presence as well as righting 
a few niggles. 

The most obvious change is the ‘X’ 
design front end, also deployed on the 
smaller Aygo city car, and tipped to 
become Toyota’s new corporate ‘face’. 

Driving the car also shows some 
clever chassis work; in a bid to deliver 
the driver feedback that makes the 
Ford Fiesta, VW Polo and Vauxhall 
Corsa so popular, the Mark 3 Yaris 
launched with a stiffer ride than 
before, but a possible dealbreaker for 
some fans. 

The revised car retains the smart 
handling, but now has far more 
composure. 

The other big improvement is a 
welcome upgrade to the three or 
five-door cabin, making it a far 
better car to live with on top of the 


Yaris’s known qualities as a trouble- 
free and economical supermini 
backed by Toyota’s five- 
year/100,000-mile warranty. 

Priced from £10,995, it is also 
available with an all-new three- 
cylinder 1.0-litre petrol engine, 
though offering the same 69bhp 
output as before. 

This entry-level unit offers 


67.3mpg (official combined cycle) in 
its most frugal format and many will 
be tempted by this and modest 
asking prices, but a leisurely 
0-62mph of 15.3 seconds might 
argue against it for other buyers. 

The better option is the 1.3 3-litre 
engine tested here, a good balance of 
liveliness (0-62mph in 11.7 seconds) 
and economy (from 51.4 combined, 


depending on model). 

This arrived with the Mark 3 Yaris 
in 2011 as a flagbearer for Toyota’s 
Optimal Drive technology, offering 
higher combustion efficiency, while 
reducing friction and powertrain 
weight to deliver better power, 
economy and emissions. 

It’s a refined unit, coping equally 
well with town centre dodgem 


Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Ford Fiesta 


driving and long distance cruising 
and the handling is fine, after you 
get used to the slightly lifeless 
steering, and all the more impres¬ 
sive when weighed alongside the 
Yaris’s much improved ride. 

It’s a comfy car spatially too, with 
a relatively long wheelbase deliver¬ 
ing good legroom front and back, 
though the middle back seat is a 
squeeze. 

Extra flexibility comes from fore 
and aft adjustability for the rear 
seating - a feature that made the 
original Yaris such a hit. This boosts 
legroom or boot space according to 
immediate need, and there is plenty 
of room and storage flexibility in 
front; with the seats pushed back 
fully, boot space is still 25 per cent 
up on the previous Yaris and not far 
off the sector leaders. 



THE NEW PEUGEOT 108 

WITH JUST ADD FUEL® 


108 ACTIVE 

► 1 " colour touchscreen 

► Bluetooth® 


YEARS 

INSURANCE* 

WARRANTY 
SERVICING 
CAR TAX + 

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 


► DAB digital radio 

► Manual air conditioning 



NEW PEUGEOT 108 ACTIVE 

Just Add Fuel® covers all key driving expenses for three years, including insurance, with one fixed 
monthly payment. And is now available on the New Peugeot 108, which offers you a 7 " colour 
touchscreen, Bluetooth®, DAB digital radio and manual air conditioning. Want to know more? Just 
get in touch. 


MOTION & EMOTION 


We're support^ 

mij 

y Children in Need 



MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Broad Oak Road, CANTERBURY, CT2 7PX01227 388550 www.motorline.co.uk/peugeot 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 108 range are: Urban 52.3 - 62.8 (5.4 - 4.5), Extra Urban 74.3 - 83.1 (3.8 - 3.4), Combined 65.7 - 74.3 (4.3 - 4.1) and CO 2 99 - 88 (g/km). 

MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. #Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only orvisitwww.peugeot.co.uk. + The first year Road 
Fund Licence (RFL) is included in the on the road price. The Dealer will provide customers with a cheque equivalent to twice the current RFLcost. The customer must apply for years 2 and 3 RFL. Just Add Fuel(JAF) is subject to status. ‘Minimum age 21, 25 or 30 on selected 
models, maximum age 75. Policyholder must have a minimum of 2 years NCD to use on the vehicle. All drivers must meet eligibility criteria including minimum 2 years' full UK Licence, driving convictions/claims limits. Excesses apply. 3 years motor insurance is provided and 
underwritten by UK Insurance Limited, which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A guarantee may be required. Written quotations available from Peugeot Financial 
Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Red hill, RH1 1QA. JAF is incorporated into a Personal Lease contract. 108 Active 3dr 1.0 68 in Diamond White, customer initial rental £1500, 35 monthly rentals payable, optional final rental £5096. If you choose to pay the optional final 
rental, you can pay an annuaL rental equivalent to one of your monthly rentals but will not own the car. Ownership is possible with JAF Passport, ask us for details. Rentals quoted for a typicaL customer and will vary according to age, postcode, initial rentaLand annual mileage. 
Excess mileage charges may apply. Routine servicing included only. Excludes wear parts. This offer is not available in Northern Ireland. Offer available on cars ordered by 31/12/14. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Information correct at time of going to press. 
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Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
Email: 

info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
Web: 

www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 


<|ABTA 


by Rail • 18 February, 2015 
8 days semi all indusive, £899pp • Quote: NP2-KOS 


by Air • 27 February, 2015 
4 days, £499pp • Quote: NC2-KOS 


This super holiday, taking in the French Riviera's 
premiere floral festivals, starts with a glass of Bubbly at 
St Pancras' famous Champagne bar before an 
afternoon departure on Eurostar to Paris. After an 
overnight stay we continue by TGV train to Nice then to 
Diano Marina on Italy's Riviera of Flowers. Enjoy free 
drinks every night at the hotel and visits to Nice Flower 
Parade, Mimosa in St Maxime, Menton's Fete du Citron 
and Monaco. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout 

• Champagne Check-in at London 
St Pancras • Return rail travel from 
St Pancras (from Ebbsfleet on 
request) to Nice • 1 night hotel 
B&B in Paris • 6 nights at a 3 star 
hotel in Diano Marina - half board 
PLUS free drinks 6pm to 11 pm 
every night • All excursions 

• Transfers abroad 


This super holiday takes in the French Riviera's 
premiere Carnivals and Monaco. Nice Carnival is the 
most popular winter event on the French Riviera. 
Sleepy Menton bursts into a riot of colour with its huge 
citrus display garden. We stay at a 4-star hotel ideally 
located on the legendary Promenade des Anglais and 
just a few minutes from the airport and town centre - 
the Grand Flower Parade passes the front of the hotel. 


INCLUDED: Return flights with 
hand luggage from Gatwick to 
Nice - supp't may apply • 3 nights 
B&B at a 4-star Flotel in Nice • Visit 
by coastal train to Monaco & 
Menton Lemon Festival, including 
entry to the citrus display garden 

• Return airport to hotel transfers 

• Services of ourTour Manager 
abroad 


In the heart of France, the Dordogne region has so much to 
offer with a stunning scenic railway, picturesque castles, 
beautiful rivers, and medieval hilltop towns. We stay in the 
centre of the famous town of Perigueux, and include 
excursions taking-in: Rocamadour, perched on a hilltop 
overlooking the Dordogne river; the picturesque 
Truffadour railway; the beautiful village of La Roque 
Gageac with a cruise on the Dordogne on a traditional flat 
bottomed boat; and Le Gouffre de Padirac to visit the 
stunning underground caves. 


INCLUDED: Escorted 
throughout • Return rail travel 
from London St Pancras (from 
Ebbsfleet on request) to 
Limoges • 5 nights half-board 
stay at a 3 star hotel in 
Perigueux • Excursions 
• Transfers abroad 


Nice Flower Parade, Lemons, Mimosa & Monaco 


4-star Nice Carnival, Menton Lemon Festival & Monaco 


The Riviera Express, 
Monaco & Portofino 

by Rail • 6 days semi-all-inclusive 
11 May & 17 October, 2015 
£699pp • Quote: RE5/10-KOS 


This holiday features high-speed rail tavel by Eurostar from St Pancras International or Ebbsfleet to 
Paris or Lille. Then, after an overnight stay, we travel by TGV - the French high-speed train - to the 
French and Italian Rivieras staying in the delightful Italian coastal town of Diano Marino. Enjoy free 
drinks every night at the hotel and included excursions to Monaco, Villefranche and Portofino. 
INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Champagne Check-in at London St Pancras -1 glass of 
Champagne or alternative non-alcoholic drink • Return Eurostar &TGV rail travel London St Pancras 
to Nice (from Ebbsfleet on request) • 1 night hotel B&B in Paris or Lille • 4 nights sharing a 
twin/double room in a 3-star hotel in Diano Marina with buffet breakfasts & dinners and free drinks 6pm 
to 11 pm every night - local brands of beer, wine & spirits • Visits to Monaco, Villefranche and Portofino 
• All transfers abroad 


Rivers, Boats &Trains of the Dordogne by Rail 

23 April, 16 July & 3 September, 2015 
6 days half board, from £599pp • Quote: DG-KOS 


Krakow - the Royal City by Air 

8 June, 2015 


5 days half board, from £599pp • Quote: PL6-KOS 


Poland's delightful city of Krakow, known as the Royal city, 
is also a UNESCO World Fleritage Site and a must-see 
destination for all travellers. Staying in a modern 4-star 
centrally-located hotel, we are just steps away from the 
Medieval centre with its vast array of bars and cafes, lively 
and vibrant squares and markets, Renaissance arcades and 
Baroque structures. Accompanied by a fully-licensed guide 
we will explore Krakow and beyond with visits to the 
renowned, UNESCO listed, Wieliczka Royal Salt Mines and 
an optional visit to Auschwitz. 


INCLUDED: Escorted 
throughout abroad • 4 nights 
half-board stay at a 4 star 
hotel in Krakow • Excursions 
and admissions as stated 
• Return flights with luggage 
from Gatwick to Krakow - 
supp't may apply-Transfers 
abroad 
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THE M2 MOTORWAY JUNCTIONS 1 - 2 
TEMPORARY OVERNIGHT CLOSURES 

Notice is hereby given that the Secretary of State for Transport 
intends to make an Order on the M2 Motorway, in the County 
of Kent, under section 14(1)(a) of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 because works are proposed to be executed on 
the road. 

The effect of the Order would be to authorise the overnight 
closure of the following: 

(a) the coastbound carriageway of the M2 between the tip of 
the nosing of the ‘off’ link road at Junction 1 (A289) and the 
tip of the nosing of the ‘on’ slip road at Junction 2 (A228); 

(b) the Londonbound carriageway of the M2 between the tip 
of the nosing of the ‘off’ slip road at Junction 2 (A228) and 
the tip of the nosing of the ‘on’ link road at Junction 2 (A289); 

(c) the slip road leading from the coastbound carriageway of 
the M2 at Junction 2; and 

(d) the slip road leading to the Londonbound carriageway of 
the M2 at Junction 2. 

These measures would be in the interests of road safety to 
enable contractors to undertake resurfacing, road marking, 
reinstallation of studs and all associated carriageway works. 

It is expected that the work would last for approximately 
3 weeks starting on or after Monday 2nd February 2015 
between 20:00 and 06:00. 

The Order would come into force on 31 January 2015 and 
have a maximum duration of eighteen months. 

During the closures outlined above, traffic affected would be 
diverted via the A289, A2 and the A278. 

The carriageway closures, slip road closures and diversion 
routes would be clearly indicated by traffic signs when they 
are in operation during the works periods. 

D Walker, Network Delivery & Development, Highways Agency, 
Department for Transport, Ref: HA/SE/2014/A2/152 
Enquiries relating to this notice may be made in writing to 
A Patel, Network Delivery & Development, at the Highways 
Agency, Federated House, London Road, Dorking, Surrey, 

RH4 1SZ (e-mail: arvind.patel@highways.gsi.gov.uk) or by 
telephoning 01306 874 131. http://www.highways.gov.uk 


Spencer (i 

I PRIVATE HGSfrlTAi.L I J\j*J 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two 
hospitals is a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst 
the second hospital is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital 
in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent medical and surgical 
facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We 
have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff 

Administrator - Reception OPD (Weekend) 
Margate 

Part time Hours: 12 per week (Sat & Sun) Closing date: 09/01/2015 
Salary: £10.30 per hour 
Qualifications and Experience: 

• Maths and English GCSE A - C Grade 

• Excellent telephone manner 

• 2 years working in a customer services role 

• Excellent IT Skills (Word, Excel, Booking systems) 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 
Caroline McSkeane, OPD Admin Supervisor on 01843 234372 
For a job description and application form please visit 
www.spencerprivatehosDitals.com/careers 
Alternatively, please contact Jo Wright, Senior HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 245961 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 

Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 

This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


. INVESTORS 
! IN PEOPLE 


To advertise in this section 

H 0845 671 4460 
& 020 8477 3720 

emailappointments@kosmedia.co.uk 


|| LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y14/1366/SH - 81 - 83 Sandgate Road Folkestone Kent CT20 
2AF - Change of use of first to fourth floors from office (Class B1) 
to house of multiple occupation (Class C4). 

Y14/1378/SH - The Old School School Lane Newington 
Folkestone Kent - Erection of a single storey extension to the east 
elevation of the attached annexe living accommodation. 
Y14/1386/SH - Old School House Lister Way Sandgate 
Folkestone Kent - Listed Building Consent to repoint external 
wall, replace deteriorated ragstone where necessary and repair 
3 window surrounds all to South elevation. 

Y14/1372/SH - Oaklands Stade Street Hythe Kent - Change of 
use of boiler room serving the town council offices to additional 
pharmacy facilities (Class A1). 

Y14/1321/SH - Harvey Grammar School Cheriton Road 
Folkestone Kent CT19 5JY - Erection of a two storey extension to 
existing sports hall, following demolition of existing gymnasium. 
Y14/1237/SH - Old Shambles High Street Elham Canterbury 
Kent - Erection of a rear conservatory. 

Y14/1369/SH - Montacue Court 11-15 Westbourne Gardens 
Folkestone Kent CT20 2TJ - Pollard back to previous pollarding 
points of a Sycamore tree and the pruning back to boundary of 
encroaching branches of a row of Lime trees, all situated within 
a conservation area. 

Y14/1351/SH - The Barnfield Brabourne Lane Stowting Common 
Ashford Kent - Erection of a replacement dwelling (resubmission 
of planning application Y14/0211/SH). 

Y14/1335/SH - Channel Tunnel Terminal Ashford Road 
Newington Folkestone Kent - Request for Approval for Welcome 
Sign, Channel Tunnel U.K Terminal - Submission No. 14/02 
- Channel Tunnel Act 1987: signage in connection with the 
movement through the tunnel system of vehicles. 

Y14/1343/SH - Land adjoining Well House 41 Radnor Cliff 
Folkestone Kent - Construction of a two storey, detached 
dwelling with vehicle access. 

Y14/1094/SH - Folkestone Primary Academy Park Farm Road 
Folkestone Kent CT19 5DN - Reserved matters application for 
details of appearance and landscaping for the construction of 86 
dwellings (Class C3) being details pursuant to Phase 1 of outline 
planning permission reference Y11/1132/SH. 

Y14/1391/SH* - 28 Radnor Cliff Folkestone Kent CT20 2JJ - 
Alternative design to northern part of approved side extension (as 
approved under planning consent No.Y12/0752/SH), to include 
the reconstruction of the existing entrance and the increase in the 
extension to form an additional bedroom. 

Y14/1393/SH# - Romney Helmes Madeira Road Littlestone 
New Romney Kent - Felling of a Sycamore tree situated within 
a conservation area. 

Representations can be made in writing either on line on 
the Council’s website, by email to planning@shepway.gov. 
uk or in writing to the Head of Planning and Environmental 
Health, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY. Please always quote the 
application reference number. Comments should be made in 
writing within 21 days from the date of publication. Please note 
that any representations received will be publically viewable on 
the Council’s website. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

Note: This is not a full list of applications received. All planning 
applications can be viewed and comments made online at http:// 
searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning and Environmental Health 
Shepway District Council 


HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - SECTION 116 
STOPPING UP OF LAND 
AT BEER CART LANE, CANTERBURY 

I AM GIVING NOTICE THAT The Kent County 
Council as Highway Authority for the County 
of Kent propose to make an application to the 
Magistrates’ sitting at Canterbury Magistrates’ Court 
on 3 February 2015 at 10:00 for an Order under 
Section 116 of the Highways Act 1980 to extinguish 
highway rights on the grounds that they are 
unnecessary on land at Beer Cart Lane, Canterbury 
as edged red on the plan on deposit. 

A copy of the draft order and the plan referred to 
are on deposit, and can be seen during normal office 
hours, at the main reception of The Kent County 
Council at Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 1XQ. 

Any person to whom this Notice has been given or 
who uses the highway specified or who would be 
aggrieved by the making of the Order may appear 
before the Magistrates’ Court to raise an objection 
or make a representation on the application. Any 
person intending to appear before the Magistrates’ 
Court at the hearing of the application is requested 
to inform Joy Ukadike by post to Legal Services, 
The Kent County Council, Sessions House, County 
Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XQ, by email 
joy.ukadike@kent.gov.uk, or by telephone 
03000416791 before 24 January 2015 quoting 
reference number LS/21/106007/657. 

If you require further information or would like to 
discuss this matter, please contact Joy Ukadike using 
the contact details shown above. 

JOHN BURR 

DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Traffic Schemes & Member Highway Fund 
Ashford Highway Depot 
Henwood Industrial Estate 
Javelin Way 
Ashford 
Kent 

TN24 8AD 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises Licence 

B. G. B. GAMAGE of 96 Wife of Bath Hill, Canterbury 
CT2 8PH has applied to Canterbury City Council for the 
GRANT of A Premises Licence permitting the following 
activities every day: 

Sale of Alcohol off the premises Monday to Sunday 06.00 
- 22.00 for the premises Oxford News situated at 29 Oxford 
Street, Whitstable CT5 1DD. 

A register of licensing applications can be inspected at 
www.canterbury.gov.uk/licensing or at Council Offices, 
Military Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1YW tel. 01227 
862000 by appointment with the Licensing Team between 
10am and 4pm Monday to Friday. 

Any person wishing to submit representations to this 
application must give notice in writing to the address 
shown above, giving in detail the grounds of objection by 
08/01/2015. 

The Council will not entertain representations where the 
writer requests that their identity remains anonymous. 
Copies of all representations will be included in the papers 
presented to the Licensing Panel and will therefore pass into 
the public domain. Representations must relate to one of 
the four Licensing Objectives: the prevention of crime and 
disorder, public safety, the prevention of public nuisance 
and the protection of children from harm. In the case of 
an application for a provisional statement, please note that 
representations will be restricted once a statement has been 
issued. 



THE BRITANNIA REFINED METALS RETIREMENT PLAN (the “Plan”) 

Notice to persons, personal representatives or family members of persons who participated in the Plan. 

The Trustees of the Plan wish to trace any person, personal representative or family member of a person who was 
a member of the Plan between September 1991 and September 1994. 

This is because, following extensive legal and actuarial advice to review the method used by the Plan for equalising 
benefits between males and females for periods of service in the early 1990s it has come to light that some 
members or their estates may be entitled to additional benefits. 

If you believe you or a member of your family member participated in the Plan between September 1991 and 
September 1994, and you have not already been contacted by the Trustees, please contact us by writing to the 
Trustees of the Britannia Refined Metals Retirement Plan, c/o Gillian Graham PS Independent Trustee Services 
Limited, Albion, Fishponds Road, Wokingham, Berks RG41 2QE brm@psitl.com. The Trustees require that any 
persons with a potential claim to benefits from the Plan, provide details in writing about their potential claim no 
later than 28 February 2015. You should include your full name (and name of the Plan member if different), your 
National Insurance number or that of the relevant member, current address, your date of birth, date of death of the 
member of the Plan through whom you are claiming, details of which company you worked for whilst a member of 
the Plan or details of your relationship to the person who did work for the company and any other written evidence 
to support your claim. 

If the Trustees cannot confirm your entitlement under the Plan before 28 February 2015, they will only make 
payments to those people whose claims and entitlements they are aware of at 28 February 2015, and will not be 
liable to pay any further benefits. 

If you have recently received correspondence relating to the Plan from the Trustees or you already receive a 
pension from the Plan you do not need to write to the Trustees as they already have your details. 

For and on behalf of the Trustees of the Britannia Refined Metals Retirement Plan. 
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Sport 

Can Gills deliver 
perfect present? 

Tough two festive games as Taylor puts Kedwell back on track 



RETURNING: Danny Kedwell working on his fitness after temporarily 
'dropping his standards’ according to Peter Taylor Picture: ady Kerry 


Football 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


PETER Taylor will lead his men into 
two back-to-back games over the fes¬ 
tive period, knowing that two wins 
and six points would deliver a price¬ 
less Christmas present. 

His Gillingham team went into this 
weekend’s game at home to Chester¬ 
field on the back of a six match un¬ 
beaten run which has seen them dig 
themselves out of the League One rel¬ 
egation zone and reach the area final 
of the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy. 

After that they face a trip to Col¬ 
chester - currently struggling at the 
foot of the table - on Boxing Day, and 
then entertain league leaders Bristol 
City at Priestfield just two days later. 

It will provide the Gills with the 
chance to exact revenge for the Rob¬ 


ins’ 2-1 FA Cup win earlier in the sea¬ 
son. And set a marker for games to 
come. Bristol City are also the only 
team standing between the Gills and 
a Wembley appearance. 

City will be the opponents in the 
south final of the JPT with the win¬ 
ners over two legs getting in the 
Wembley way. 

A key player for all games will un¬ 
doubtedly be striker Danny Kedwell. 
He didn’t travel to last week’s away 
win at Doncaster, sparking specula¬ 
tion of a bust-up with Taylor. 

But the Gills boss was swift to ex¬ 
plain the reasons behind the omis¬ 
sion. 

He explained on the club’s website: 
“He’s absolutely fine, I just felt last 
week that he wasn’t as focused as he 
should have been and everyone needs 
to do it right to get themselves men¬ 
tally prepared for the next match. 


“I have a lot of respect for Danny 
Kedwell, I think he’s a winner and 
he’s somebody you want to take out 
on the park with you. 

“I just felt as though he lost a bit of 
that last week, he knows the way I 
want things to be done and he knows 
how he was. We have shaken hands, 
got on with it and I had a good chat 
with him Monday. 

“If anything he dropped his stand¬ 
ards a bit last week and that isn’t 
him.” 

Kedwell played a development fix¬ 
ture on Tuesday against AFC Wim¬ 
bledon in an effort to get back to full 
match fitness. 

Added Taylor: “He’s now restarting 
again to get himself match fit, I want 
him 100 per cent fit because if he is 
he’s a very important player for us. 

“I have no doubt that we will get 
there but we just had a blip last week.” 


Kent unveils first ever female president for 2015 


LADY Kingsdown OBE, Rose Leigh- 
Pemberton, is to make history next 
year after it was confirmed she will 
become Kent County Cricket Club’s 
president for 2015. 

In doing so, she becomes the first 
woman to hold the position in the 
club’s 145-year history. 

She is certainly no stranger to the 
club - she is the widow of Lord 
Kingsdown, the Bank of England 
governor and another former presi¬ 
dent of the county side. 

Speaking this week, she said: “I 
am honoured and delighted by this 
appointment. 

“Kent Cricket has been an impor¬ 
tant part of my life ever since I be¬ 
came engaged to my late husband 
nearly 62 years ago now. 

“To be president of Kent is the next 
greatest honour to being given the 



PRESIDENT: Lady Kingsdown 


OBE by the Queen. 

“Never in my wildest dreams could 
I have imagined that I would hold this 


post and I will do my utmost to up¬ 
hold all the fine traditions of the club 
at the same time endeavouring to be 
sure that we move with the times. 

“We are in exciting times with 
many good young homegrown play¬ 
ers and our women’s team a beacon 
in the game.” 

The mother-of-four lives on the 
family’s estate near Sittingbourne 
and is a vice-president of Kent’s offi¬ 
cial charity Demelza. 

She replaces outgoing president 
Graham Johnson who will step down 
from the one-year role at the AGM in 
the spring. 

He added: “She cherishes all that is 
best about our cricket heritage as well 
as having a desire to see Kent cricket 
develop to meet the opportunities the 
future presents. Above all she is a gen¬ 
uine Kent enthusiast and cricket fan.” 


j_ V i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
QpOlT OILOxTS or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


Roar of the engines as 
Speedfest returns again 

A MAJOR festival of American motors, 
music and racing will return to Brands 
Hatch this summer, it has been confirmed. 

American SpeedFest will take place at 
the West Kingsdown circuit on June 7 for 
its third consecutive year at the circuit. 

The event brings to Britain authentic 
US-style stock car racing with the only 
NASCAR race series sanctioned outside 
North America, the NASCAR Whelen 
Euro Series, plus the thunderous Ameri¬ 
can classic muscle cars of Bernie’s V8s. 

There’s also displays of more than 1,000 
American cars, bikes and trucks, including 
famous Hollywood movie cars; monster 
truck shows and passenger rides; stunt 
shows on the ground and in the air; live 
music, with bands and tribute acts. 

Those who purchase an admission 
ticket before January 31 2015 can take 
advantage of a special offer and receive a 
grandstand seat free of charge, choosing 
between the Paddock Hill Bend and Pit 
Straight stands. ON Y OUR MARKS : American 

Under 13s go free-of-charge. racers head back to Brands 




BOSS : Jamie Day moved from Welling to Ebbsfleet earlier this month 

Day admits to Strange 
week’ in Fleet hotseat 


EBBSFLEET United’s new boss Jamie 
Day says he wants his team to play in 
the “right way and entertain”. 

Day jumped ship from neighbours 
Welling to drop down to the 
Conference South and plot the 
Fleet’s return to the top non-league 
division. 

But hopes his first game would be 
against his former charges in the FA 
Trophy replay were scuppered in 
bizarre fashion as a power outage at 
Welling’s ParkView Road meant the 
game had to be postponed. 

It meant his first game in charge 


was this weekend’s clash with 
Weston-super-Mare. 

Writing in the match day 
programme, Day said: “It’s been a 
strange week. 

“I want us to express ourselves in 
the right way and entertain those who 
come to watch us, so they come back. 

“I’ve come into this job knowing 
the majority of the players or at least 
what they can do, but it’s a clean 
slate for every one of them, every 
one of the boys in this squad will 
have a chance to earn their place in 
the starting XI.” 


Billings gets World Cup call-up 


KENT’S Sam Billings is one step 
closer to his dream of playing 
cricket for England. 

The wicketkeeper-batsman is part 
of England’s provisional 30-man 
World Cup squad, after being called 
up when Craig Kieswetter was ruled 
out through injury. 

The 23-year-old has also just spent 
three weeks with the England 


Performance Programme (EPP) in 
Sri Lanka. 

Following an intensive three-week 
training camp in Sri Lanka, Billings 
and a select group of others have 
travelled to South Africa, to team up 
with the pace bowlers. 

He said: “It’s been brilliant. It’s a 
great environment to be a part of 
and its my first time away.” 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

¥ Twitter @KentSport f Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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To book a Subaru Test Drive contact us today. 


Maidstone Subaru 

Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 9FB 

Telephone: 08433 933 625 

www.maidstonesubaru.co.uk 


Mon-Fri 9am - 6pm | Sat 9am-5pm | Closed Sunday 


Cinrif irfflviriF in Motton 




*Your regular monthly repayments are low 
because it is the nature of a PCP product that 
a significant proportion of the Total Amount 
Payable is repayable at the end of your 
agreement by one large final repayment. 


Subaru XV Crossover 


Going off the beaten track. Handling the roughest 
rural terrain. The Subaru XV will take it all in its stride. 
Sending power to all wheels simultaneously for 
maximum traction and acceleration. In slippery 
conditions, that power is actively distributed to the 
wheels with the best traction. 

And it's equally at home nipping to the local shops 
or bringing the shopping home. So if you want the 
weekends to never end, let the adventure begin. 

From only £199 per month plus deposit and final 
payment with £500 Subaru deposit contribution. 


WORTH OF 
ADVENTURE GEAR 


*■ Slacks 


^Blacks voucher promotion valid with 
le purchase of a new Subaru XV. Vehi< 
lust be registered between 1 st Sept 
nd 31st Dec 2014. For full terms and 
onditions visit subaru.co.uk/xvadventi 


iresentative example 


Representative example relates 
to a Subaru XV 2.0D SE. Vehicle 
shown is a Subaru XV 2.0D SE with 
optional extra of metallic paint at 
an on the road price of £24,495. 


You feel the pull the moment you 
see the curves of the Infiniti Q50. 

But when you get behind the wheel, 
instinct really takes over. Driving 
you to open up the V6 hybrid or 
direct injection turbo-charged Diesel 
engine, and feel the visceral thrill of 
world-first Direct Adaptive Steering. 
To experience connection between 
car and road like never before. 


FOLLOW 

THAT 

INSTINCT 


Welcome to Infiniti Centre Maidstone, 
part of the FG Barnes Group, a family 
owned company with a history 
spanning over 110 years 


Representative Example - Infiniti Q50 2.2 CDi SE 5dr Diesel 

47 Monthly Payments 
1 Payment of 
Deposit or Part Ex Value 
Cash Price 
Amount of Credit 
Interest Charges 

GMFV - Optional Final Payment (Includes Doc & Option Fee) 
Total Amount Payable f 

Borrowing Rate 
Representative 

Excess mileage charge, based on 10,000 miles per annum, 
excess mileage charged at 0.08 pence per mile 


Infiniti Centre Maidstone, Sutton Road, Parkwood, Kent, Maidstone, ME15 9YF, 01622 755531 

Insurance subject to status, terms and conditions apply, ask for full written details. Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions 
apply. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. 18s and over. Guarantee I indemnity may be required. 

Model displayed: Infiniti Q505 2.2d 6MT. 170 horsepower 2.2-litre Diesel engine with 400 Nm of torque. Official fuel economy figures for the Infiniti Q50 range in mpg 
(1/100 km): urban 50.4 to 29.4 (5.6 to 9.6), extra urban 76.3 to 53.3 (3.7 to 5.3), combined 64.2 to 41.5 (4.4 to 6.8). C0 2 emission: 114 to 159 g/km. 


Cash price 

£23,995.00 

48 Monthly Payments 

£199.00 

Deposit 

£9,311.00 

Final Payment 

£7,751.00 

Subaru Deposit Contribution 

£500.00 

Total Amount Payable 

£27,114.00 

Total Amount of Credit 

£14,184.00 

Duration of Agreement 

49 Months 

Purchase Fee (included in payments) 

£169.00 

Interest Rate (fixed) 

6.1% 

Acceptance Fee (included in payments) 

£179.00 

Representative APR 

7.1% 
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